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LETTERS 
Dear Editor: 
I think it's great that GVSU had a vigil for Virginia Tech 
students in Blacksburg (Campus News, Summer 2007). 
1 am a Grand Va lley alumna and although VT is a big school, its 
beautifu l campus and bui ldings remif"!d me of GVSU when I came 
,n 1997. My sister and future-brother-in - law live in Blacksburg 
and he was on campus that day. It was a scary day for us and I'm 
touched to see my school take t ime out for them. 
We were all touched by that tragedy. 
Melanie (Pesta) Lawless, '01 
Troy, Michigan 
I just received the Summer 2007 issue and have a comment. 
I saw the story, "Service Learning: War so ldiers make transit io n to 
university life." I was pretty excited and interested to read it. I 
served in Iraq and had a hard time transitioning to college life, 
or even civi lian life, in general. The f irst year was espec ially 
d iff icult. When I got out of the army, I had no one to talk to; no 
one w ho could even begin to underst and. That was more than 
three years ago. 
The hard part is definitely beh ind me, but it never goes away. I 
was very excited by t he ti t le of t he artic le, I guess maybe happy 
that there are others like me; however, I am disappo inted to say 
that I cou ld no t relate at all to what was printed. 
I served in the U.S. Army Infantry, and invaded Iraq on the first 
day of the ground war. I was in the heart of the fight, on the front 
lines - I w ill spare the details. I certainly am not d isc red iting the 
contributions of any soldier, but I cannot relate to the indiv iduals 
in t he artic le. 
Bookmarks 
Looking for a good book? Check out these 
recommendations from Grand Va lley staff 
members: 
A nyway, I think the story needs a new title. Definitely get rid of 
the "war so ldiers" part. 
Andy Barker 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
I enjoyed the article about retir ing Financia l A id Director 
Ken Fridsma (Campus News, Summer 2007) and was surprised to 
find out that he was the f irst in that posit ion. 
I got to know him through many e-mail s because my two 
daughters go to GVSU. Since I on ly knew him through e-mails and 
letters, I pi ctured him as a much younger man, but he seemed so 
knowledgeab le w ith in formation. Every time he responded the 
very next day w ith terrific advice and help during a period of my 
unemployment. 
I wi ll miss corresponding w ith Ken (but maybe he wi ll not miss me). 
Letters to the Editor can be mailed to: 
Grand Valley Magazine 
1 Ca mpus Drive, 260 LMH 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
or sent via e-ma il to: gvmagazine@gvsu.edu. 
Warren Bovin 
Gladstone, Michigan 
Please inc lude your name, class year ( if app licable), hometown and 
phone num ber (not for publication). Letters are subject to editing . 
~~!1;£~£~,~J~,~1~~,~~ 
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Who Moved My Cheese? 
(Penguin Group, 1998) 
by Spencer Johnson 
Teacher Man: A Memoir 
(Simon and Schuster, 2005) 
by Frank Mccourt 
Snow 
(Knopf, 2004) 
by Orhan Pamuk 
Change can be a blessing or a curse, 
as they say. The author presents the 
concept of change as cheese (with mice 
and people in a maze) but readers will 
apply it to whatever they desire - better 
relationships, more money, etc. Damon 
Arnold, director of academic services for 
Laker Athletics, called it "a simple read 
with a profound message." 
In this third volume of McCourt's 
memoirs, the author describes his 
teaching experiences and their integral 
relationship with his writing career. 
Jeanne Stoddard, lab coordinator and 
faculty member in Clinical Laboratory 
Sciences, said teachers and non-teachers 
will easily relate to McCourt's anecdotes 
about working in New York public 
schools. Ending the book, she said, "was 
like saying goodbye to an old friend." 
Winner of the 2006 Nobel Prize for 
Literature, Pamuk, in his political novel 
about Turkey, foregrounds a wave of 
suicides among girls forbidden to wear 
headscarves in school. Elaine Collins, 
dean of the College of Education, called 
Snow powerful and said readers will be 
challenged to rethink their perceptions 
of Turkey. 
Tr>e University Bookstore is offering a 20 percent discount on these titles. 
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CAMPUS news 
President opens year with message of 
accountabilitY-
Before a standing-room-only crowd of faculty and staff 
members, President Thomas 
J. Haas opened the academic 
year with a clear message 
about accountability and gave 
a "dashboard of indicators" to 
measure performance that goes 
beyond tuition rates. 
Speaking in the Performing 
Arts Center before the August 
24 convocation ceremon)~ Haas 
told the audience that Grand 
Valley's enrollment for the fall is 
projected at 23,500. The largest 
number of students ever at 
Grand Valley comes at a time, he 
said, when Michigan's economy 
is the most unpredictable. 
"This development 
- managed enrollment growth 
coupled with an unstable state 
economy - presents us with 
challenges and opportunities," 
he said. "How we meet them 
will determine whether Grand 
Valley continues to be the most 
desirable university in our 
cohort." 
Haas said while he 
understands discussions about 
tuition and affordability are 
important components of 
accountability, they are not the 
only factors. "Other measures: 
retention and graduation rates, 
access, progTam and research 
offerings, financial stewardship, 
economic development, and 
the success of graduates are 
actually the best indicators of 
how universities perform:' he 
said. "Unfortunately, these key 
indicators have been wholly 
absent from the debate in 
Lansing. This needs to change." 
The university's performance 
demonstrates its accountabi lity, 
Haas said. Among the statistics 
he relayed were the following: 
• 97 percent of Grand Valley 
graduates are working or 
enrolled in graduate school; 
• 88 percent of working 
graduates are employed in 
Michigan; 
• The freshman-to-sophomore 
retention rate is third best in 
the state. 
Haas ended his address 
,vith five imperatives to 
bolster student learning for 
the upcoming year: embrace 
diversity, broaden the base 
for financial support, manage 
enrollment, continue facilities 
master planning and human 
photo by Courtney Newbauer 
President Thomas J . Haas addresses faculty and staff members at the 
start of the academic year. His message: accountability means more than 
tu ition rates. 
resources planning. 
To new students at 
convocation, Haas continued 
his messaging and told the 
Fieldhouse audience that Grand 
Valley delivers on its promises. 
"We promised you a caring 
faculty when we recruited you to 
Grand Valley and that is exactly 
what you will find," he said. 
''You will also find that these 
teachers are also researchers 
involved in active scholarship 
and mentors involved in the 
larger community." 
Grand Valley gets noticed in national rankings 
file photo 
Two compan ies and a nationa l 
magazine touted Grand Va lley in their 
annua l rankings. 
Grand Valley has been 
chosen as one of "America's 
Best Colleges" by a national 
magazine and one of the 
best values by the Princeton 
Review. 
U.S. News and World 
Report selected Grand Valley 
as one of the top 15 public 
universities in the Midwest 
for its master's progTams, 
moving up to eighth place 
from ninth last year. The 
university also placed 44th 
of 69 Midwest public and 
private universities ranked 
for its master's programs. The 
magazine scores universities 
and colleges in several areas 
including freshman retention, 
average graduation rate, class 
size and student-to-faculty ratio. 
The Princeton Review named 
Grand Valley as one of the best 
colleges in the Midwest and 
one of the best value colleges 
nationwide in its 2008 annual 
college rankings. The Princeton 
Review is a New York City-based 
company known for its test-prep 
courses, education services, and 
books. 
Also, Institutional Research 
and Evaluation Inc., in Georgia, 
named GVSU again as one of 
"America's 100 Best College 
Buys." Each year, the company 
identifies the 100 American 
colleges and universities 
providing students the very 
highest quality education at the 
lowest cost. 
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Candidates for new inclusion and equity 
positjon vis·t campus 
I ntcrdews with candidates for the new vice president for 
Inclusion and Equity were held 
in mid-October. 
The new vice president, 
expected to start in January, will 
be responsible for leading the 
development of a university-
wide integrated approach to 
enhancing diversity awareness 
and intercultural competency 
for students, faculty, and 
staff through training and 
professional development. 
While chief diversity officers 
are becoming more common 
at universities, it's somewhat 
unusual for an institution 
like Grand Valley to hire an 
executive who specializes in 
diversity and interculturalism, 
according to Jan Greenwood, 
whose firm was hired by GVSU 
to aid the search. Greenwood 
and Associates has led searches 
for chief diversity officers at 
institutions like the University of 
Michigan, University of Georgia, 
University of California-
Berkeley and University 
of Missouri-Kansas City. 
Faculty and staff 
members made it 
clear during summer 
meetings they have high 
expectations for the 
new person. "I want 
this person to have a 
lot of visibility not onl); 
on campus, but in the 
community," said Dante 
Villarreal, regional 
director of the Michigan 
Small Business and 
Technology Development 
Center. 
Kate Stoetzner, director 
of international students 
and scholar services at 
the Padnos International 
Center, said she hopes 
the new vice president 
has a background in 
international education. 
"Too often I see diversity 
defined as a black-and-white 
photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Dante Villarreal, regional director of the Michigan Small Business and 
Technology Development Center, makes a point during a meeting to discuss 
hiring a new vice president for Inclusion and Equity. 
issue or one centered on 
religion," Stoetzner said. "We 
need someone to guide the 
university, someone who is open 
to what diversity is and will help 
Grand Valley define it." 
GVSU professor appears on Jeopardy 
courtesy of Deana Weibel 
Deana Weibel, ass istant professor of anthropology, stands with Alex 
Trebek, host of 'Jeopardy.' 
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As an anthropologist, Deana 
Weibel knows quite a bit about 
various cultures through the 
ages, yet her knowledge in other 
areas was put to the test as a 
contestant on the popular TV 
show "Jeopardy." 
Weibel filmed the show in 
March in California, but had 
to keep quiet about her results 
until the episode aired in June. 
She played well through the 
game, and led the other two 
contestants for most of the first 
two rounds. She went into Final 
Jeopardy in the lead, but got the 
question wrong and ended in 
second place, winning $2,000. 
"I think I did fine," she said. 
"I did better than I thought I 
would. I just answered what 
I could. I didn't win, but I 
did better than the returning 
champion. It was definitely fun 
and worth doing." 
She auditioned in 2006 and 
then practiced steadily for 
months after receiving a call 
from the show's producers. 
"Dinner always turned out 
to be my husband asking me 
questions and me answering 
them. I read a lot online from 
people who had been on the 
show," Weibel said. "Because 
I'm a cultural anthropologist, I 
got very interested in bow the 
producers make the experience 
for those going through it." 
Yearlong interdisciplinary series 
focuses on poverty, economic justice 
An Annis Water Resources 
Institute researcher is helping 
Muskegon County focus 
on sustainabi lity to help its 
economic gTowth. Facul ty 
from engineering, biology and 
marketing hosted "World Day" 
to teach participants what it's 
like to live on $1 a day. A liberal 
studies professor had her 
classes construct a Habitat for 
Humanity house. 
These are a few examples 
from a yearlong project, 
"Conversations on Poverty and 
Economic Justice," sponsored by 
the College oflnterdisciplinary 
Studies with support from many 
campus departments. Susan 
Mendoza-Jones, director of 
Integrated Learning, said the 
idea behind the theme sprung 
from events already planned. 
For example, the campus 
community reading book is 
The Glass Castle, Jeannette 
Walls' memoir of gTowing up in 
a dysfunctional family. Grand 
Valley's theater department will 
perform "Nickel and Dimed," 
Joan Holden's production of 
life stories of the working 
poor and based on the book by 
Barbara Ehrenreich. 
Many faculty members have 
embraced the project. Melissa 
Grand Valley Board 
adopts budget and sets 
fall 2007 tuition 
Tuition rose 9.9 percent above 
last year's rates, following action 
during a July Board of Trustees 
meeting. 
Trustees approved an increase 
of $326 per semester for a 
fu ll-time Michigan resident 
· Baker-Boosamra, liberal studies 
facu lty member, planned several 
work days fo r her classes to help 
build a Habitat for Humanity 
house in Grand Rapids. "I hope 
through the work days, they see 
how connected we all are," she 
said. "They' ll see first-hand that 
there are people struggling as a 
result of economic and political 
systems and hopefully then feel 
compelled to become involved." 
Paul Lane, professor of 
marketing, was among a trio of 
faculty who planned World Day 
and took students to a Holland 
camp where they organized into 
teams and learned to live for a 
day on just pennies. The project 
stemmed from several study 
abroad trips to Nicaragua. 
"It's more than just play acting," 
Lane said. "We want students 
to think about how to develop 
products and services that would 
be sustainable and accessible for 
all economic classes." 
John Koches, AWRI associate 
research scientist, is a member 
of Sustainable Muskegon 
Metro, a committee dedicated 
to developing a sustainable 
strategy for gTeater Muskegon. 
He and others spent the summer 
drafting and researching 
indicators for a prosperity index. 
freshman for the 2007-08 
academic year, bringing the 
semester total to $3,620. 
The approval came after the 
state cut Grand Valley's funding 
by $2.2 million for the 2006-
07 academic year and delayed 
payment of $5.8 million. 
"During these tough budget 
times in Michigan, I have asked 
the university's management 
team to control costs with 
conversations on 
POVERTY & ECONOMIC 
JUSTICE 
Mendoza-Jones said these 
projects, and others, are 
excellent resources for student, 
faculty and staff participation, 
one of the goals of the 
Conversations series. "We hope 
that throughout this year we can 
demonstrate the importance 
of intersectionality between 
the disciplines by exploring 
questions, wading into the 
difficult dialogues, and moving 
through our discussions into 
scholarship and action," she said. 
A schedule of events focusing 
on poverty and economic justice 
is online at www.gvsu.edu/cois 
(click on the conversations button). 
vigilance, and they have met 
the challenge," said President 
Thomas J. Haas. "We regret that 
our tuition rate must rise this 
year to account for declining 
state aid and additional 
enrollment not counted by 
the state for purposes of our 
appropriation." 
The board also extended Haas' 
contract by one year to July 2010. 
CAMPUS news 
GVSU joins 
in celebration of 
International 
Polar Year 
Grand Valley wi ll offer a 
variety of free community 
events in conjunction with 
International Polar Year, 
a worldwide celebration 
organized through the 
International Council for 
Science and the World 
Meteorological Organization. 
Thousands of scientists from 
more than 60 nations will 
be examining a wide range 
of physica l, biological and 
socia l research topics, with 
more than 200 projects. 
A yearlong series of 
events, organ ized by Grand 
Va lley's Regional Math & 
Science Center, wi ll include 
a lecture series, an Inuit Art 
Exhibit, and a commun ity 
open house event featuring 
a full day of science learning 
and fun activities w ith a 
polar theme. 
Inuit Art from the 
Dennos Museum Center, 
at Northwestern Michigan 
College in Traverse City, 
wi ll be on display from 
January 24-March 21. About 
15 items, including prints 
and serpentine sculptures 
depicting the tradit ional 
life of the Inuit peoples, will 
be on loan from one o f the 
United States' largest and 
most historical ly complete 
collect ions of art by natives 
of the Canadian Arctic . 
The community open 
house is schedu led for 
January 26, to coincide 
with Grand Valley 's Sibs 
and Kids weekend . Lectures · 
will run through March. For 
more information on Grand 
Va lley's IPY events, v isit 
www.gvsu.edu/ipy or call 
Karen Meyers in the Regional 
Math & Science Center at 
(616) 331-2515. 
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College of Education earns exemplary status 
Grand alley's College of Education received high marks in teacher 
preparation from the Michigan Dep~tment ofE~ucation for the 
2005-06 school yeai; the latest reportmgyeai· available. 
Grai1d Valley scored 66 points of a possible 70 to earn exemplary 
status. The state used a point system in six main categories: 
accreditation, progTatn review, program diversity, prepai·ing teachers 
in high-need subject ai·eas, program completion and test pass rate for 
the Michigan Test for Teacher Certification. 
"This speaks to our continued pattern of success in the College of 
Education," said Deai1 Elaine Collins. "We focus on a strong liberal 
education and a high passing rate on the certification test. Our students 
benefit from our professors who are applied, solid practitioners." 
Collins said Grand Valley students ai·e required to spend more time 
in the field thai1 the state requires, giving them valuable ex'perience 
ai1d training. 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
College of Education instructor Pam Page leads a class discussion. 
The co ll ege received exemplary status from the Michigan Department 
of Education . 
photo by Adam Bird 
Panelists, from left, Benjamin Chavis, Joan Morgan and Raymond Winbush discuss racial slurs during a Professionals of Color Lecture held in the 
Kirkhof Center. 
Banning use of 'N' word not answer, say panelists 
R ecent action by the NAACP and New York City council 
to bury and ban the N word 
is hypocritical, according to 
one of the pat1elists during a 
Professionals of Color Lecture. 
Benjamin Chavis, co-founder 
of the Hip-Hop Summit Action 
Network, said national leaders 
should place their emphasis on 
educational reforms. He was 
among the pat1elists during "The 
'N' \Vord, the 'B' Word, and 
Beyond," held in mid-September 
in the Kirkhof Center; the event 
was sponsored by the Office of 
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Multicultural Affairs. 
"To suggest that 
municipalities at1d government 
say don't talk about this word is 
hypocrisy," Chavis said. "To start 
ba1rning ai·t, music and other 
expressions does nothing in my 
view. I'm more interested in 
changing conditions." 
Author and journalist Joan 
Morgan agreed at1d said 
consumers could play a large 
role in regulating television 
and music content, but national 
groups have been mostly silent. 
"You can show anything on the 
BET Network and there's no 
outcry from the public," she said. 
Morgan had served as executive 
editor of Essence and writes 
about feminism and hip-hop 
culture for many publications. 
Chavis said he works with 
many rappers who have agreed 
not to use racial slurs in their 
music. ''With freedom of speech 
comes freedom of responsibility. 
Different words mean different 
things to different people; the 
caution comes with contextual 
application," he said. 
The panelists, which included 
Raymond Winbush, director of 
the Institute for Urbai1 Research 
at Morgan State University 
in Maryland, said they hoped 
discussions about racial slurs 
continued on can1pus. 
"I'm hoping that GVSU 
doesn't see this panel as a 
temporary thing," Chavis said . 
"If we really want to solve this 
problem, we have to deal with 
the complexity of it ai1d how that 
complexity lives itself out in our 
communities. We cannot let the 
educational system off the hook." 
U.S. attorney general visits campus 
A week and a half before announcing his resignation 
as U.S. attorney general, Alberto 
Gonzales spoke to nearly 100 
law enforcement officials at the 
Eberhard Center, on the Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus. 
Gonzales was the keynote 
speaker for the Criminal 
Agencies Seminar Lunch and 
Awards Program, held August 15. 
His visit was sponsored by the 
U.S. Attorney's Office for the 
Western District of Michigan 
and Grand Valley's School of 
Criminal Justice. 
Gonzales told audience 
members they are heroes to 
moms and dads they will never 
meet. He praised the officials for 
their work to protect children 
and reminded them they have 
the power to right great wrongs. 
He spoke about the success of 
federal progTams such as "Project 
Safe Neighborhood" and "Think 
Before You Post; ' which is aimed 
at young girls to teach them 
about online predators. 
"Nothing is private on the 
World Wide Web;' Gonzales said. 
"The more young girls know 
about the threat, the more likely 
they'll be able to tal<e steps to 
protect themselves." 
Grand Valley President Thomas 
J. Haas pointed out the important 
p hoto by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Alberto Gonzales speaks to an audience of law enforcement officials 
during a luncheon at the Eberhard Center. 
relationship the university has 
fostered with the Department 
of Justice and the U.S Attorney's 
Office for the Western District 
of Michigan. "This partnership, 
through the work of criminal 
justice professor Bill Crawley, 
has allowed the university to 
be involved in the surrounding 
communities in a tangible way," 
Haas said. ''We have been able to 
reach out in the community and 
address anti-gun violence and 
anti-gang violence!' 
Gonzales encouraged the law 
enforcement officials to take 
their message to the streets and 
educate their communities about 
how to keep children safe. 
President George W. Bush 
appointed Gonzales as U.S. 
attorney general in February 
2005. Gonzales officially left 
his post September 17 after 
being criticized by lawmakers 
for the firing of at least nine 
U.S. attorneys last year and 
accusations of misusing terrorist 
surveillance prognuns. 
New KCON dean brings strong research background 
A University of Louisville 
nursing administrator and 
professor has been named the 
new dean of the Kirkhof College 
of Nursing. 
Cynthia A. Mccurren 
will begin her new duties in 
November; she will replace 
Phyllis Gendler, who has served 
as dean since 2001. 
She joined the University of 
Louisville School of Nursing in 
1983 and has since held varying 
administrative and faculty 
roles, including director of 
nursing research 
at the University 
of Louisville 
Hospital. She 
is the current 
interim dean of 
the School of 
Nursing. She holds 
bachelor's and 
master's degrees 
in nursing from 
Cynthia A. Mccurren 
background in 
gerontology, McC urren 
has completed 
numerous studies 
focusing on depression 
among elders and 
confusion among 
hospitalized elders. 
She is a member of the 
National Gerontology 
Nursing Association 
the University of Missouri and a 
doctorate from the University of 
Kentucky. 
With a strong research 
and helped develop a geriatric 
course emphasis for Louisville 
nursing students. 
CAMPUS news 
Federal dollars 
support anti-gang 
programs 
Grand Valley's School of 
Criminal Justice will receive 
more than $345,000 in federal 
funds for progTan1s aimed 
at curbing gang violence 
in West Michigan. The 
progran1s include support 
for anti-crime education 
programs delivered by 
community organizations, 
as well as support for 
special prosecution and law 
enforcement initiatives. 
"The funds help us 
leverage existing resources 
with an influx of federal 
dollars to support progran1s 
that otherwise wouldn't 
be possible," said William 
Crawley, associate professor 
and chair of the School 
of Criminal Justice. "In 
addition, it also helps us build 
sustainable relationships 
across the partners 
involved throughout the 
district - prosecutors, law 
enforcement, investigators 
and communi ty-based 
organizations." 
Crawley, who sits on the 
Western Michigan Project 
Safe Neighborhood Task 
Force, said Grand Valley's 
role is to serve as expert 
advisers on strategy and fiscal 
oversight for organizations 
planning to request funding 
support. 
The funds were awarded 
under the Department of 
Justice 2007 Anti-Gang 
Initiative progTam. The 
progTam is an extension of 
the existing Project Safe 
Neighborhoods anti-gun 
violence programs that Grand 
Valley became involved with 
in 2003. 
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Ka ufmans bring Interfaith Institute to Grand Valley 
- by Mary lsca Pirko la 
S ylvia and Richard Kaufma ns' gift ensures that 
Grand Valley will continue to 
promo te interfa ith di alogues 
in West Michigan, a proj ect 
the Kaufma ns began nearly 20 
years ago. 
Announced at the Grand 
Val ley University Foundation 
Enrichment Dinner in June, 
their gift provides the nucleus 
to endow the Sylvia and Richard 
Kaufman Interfaith Institute. 
service professor emeritus 
at the University of Chicago. 
Other featured scholars were 
Christian author James Carroll, 
a fellow at Harvard Divinity 
School; and Rabbi Donnie! 
Hartman, co-director of the 
Shalom Hartman Institute in 
Jerusalem, which was founded 
by his fathet~ David. Ki,tufman 
said David Hartman spoke at 
the first dialogue. 
"I organized 
the Muskegon 
Jewish Centennial 
Celebration, 
which included 70 
programs in 1988-
89, celebrating 100 
years of Jewish 
"THE KAUFM~N GIFT WILL ENSURE JHE 
CONTINUATION OF THESE DIALOGUES ON ISSUES 
IMPORTANT TO THE COMMUNITY, BOTH ON AND 
OFF CAMPUS ... " 
- P. DOUGLAS KINDSCHI 
community life," said 
Sylvia Kaufman, who 
earned a master's degTee 
in business administration 
from Grand Valley in 1983. 
"It was a huge success 
and the genesis of the 
West Shore Committee 
for Jewish/Christian 
Dialogue to continue such 
progTams." 
As founder of the 
West Shore committee, 
Kaufman gathered clergy, 
academic scholars and 
community leaders from 
West Michigan. She 
works with them to bring 
internationally recog11ized 
scholars for dialogue 
progTat11s, which occur 
in Muskegon every three 
yeru·s at1d have become 
much-anticipated events. 
The most recent dialogue, 
in 2006, was held for the first 
time at Grand Valley. And for the 
fi rst time it included a Muslim 
- Vtncent Cornell, nationally 
known scholar of Islru11ic studies. 
The dialogue was moderated by 
Mat·tin E. Marty, distinguished 
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was a sense ofloss 
when plru1s were 
made to move the 
events to Grand 
Valley. But in the end 
photo courtesy of Kaufman family all agreed it was the 
"The commitment of the 
West Shore Committee, the 
West Michigan community, 
and the caliber of the speakers 
have been the strength of these 
progTru11s," Kaufman said. "The 
involvement of the Muskegon 
community has also been very 
strong, so much so that there 
right thing to do:' 
P. Douglas Kindschi, a 
professor who also works 
with University Development 
and coordinated the Jewish/ 
Christian/Muslim, said 
donors like the Kaufmans 
have enabled a richer, more 
diverse campus life. He added 
that events like the dialogues 
Sylvia and Richard Kaufman are 
pictured. Their gift helps interfaith 
dialogues continue in West 
Michigan. Above, Sylvia is pictured 
at the June Grand Valley University 
Foundation Enrichment Dinner, 
where the gift was announced . 
give students and the community 
the opportunity to explore issues 
relevant to the full rru1ge of 
their life experience, including 
religion and interfaith issues. 
While the Jewish/ Christiat1 
Dialogue is a triennial event, 
the endowment will also 
support ru1other progTan1 during 
the other two years. The 
West Michigan Academic 
Consortium, also founded 
by Kaufman, consists of 
representatives from Aquinas 
College, Calvin College, Calvin 
Theological Seminary, Grand 
Valley, Hope College and 
Western Theological Seminary. 
The consortium hosted a pilot 
progTam more than six years 
ago, with gTeat success, and 
has continued since. 
Kaufman said these 
schools had never 
collaborated before on any 
project and found it to be 
very beneficial. The schools 
take turns hosting a program. 
On October 11, Hope College 
hosted a day-long conference, 
"Life after Death," featuring 
Alan Segal, professor of 
religion and Jewish studies 
at Barnard College, Columbia 
University. Segal specializes 
in the intersection of Judaism 
and Christianity. 
"The Kaufman gift will 
ensure the continuation of 
these dialogues on issues 
important to the community, 
both on and off campus;' said 
Kindschi, who developed 
Grand Valley's Dialogue in 
Science and Religion in 2005. 
"It has been a pleasure to work 
with Sylvia and to be involved 
in bringing forth this concept." 
The Kaufman gift and 
additional fundraising will 
result in fully endowing the 
institute and continuing the 
two progTams. For more 
information, contact Maribeth 
Wardrop, vice president for 
Development, at (616) 331-6000. 
DONOR impact \j 
Mawby fellowships will allow philanthropic research 
fo faculty, students 
F acuity and students at Grand Valley will conduct applied 
research in philanthropy with 
the establishment of the Russell 
G. Mawby Fellowships at Grand 
Valley's Dorothy A. Johnson 
Center for Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Leadership. 
Over the next five 'years, 
gifts totaling $155,000 will 
create the Mawby Fellowships 
in Philanthropic Studies. Each 
year one faculty member and 
two undergrnduate students will 
be named Mawby Fellows and 
conduct research, present at 
professional meetings and publish 
findings for the benefit of the field. 
Mawby has earned a global 
reputation as an effective 
visionary leader in philanthropy. 
His quarter-century stewardship 
of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 
one of the world's largest 
grnntmaking institutions, 
was marked by creativity 
in programming including 
opportunities for youth and 
leadership in philanthropy. 
The former Kellogg 
Foundation chief executive officer 
and board chair also donated his 
papers for future researchers 
to learn from his expertise. He 
actively continues as a volunteer 
to provide leadership and counsel 
to major philanthropic efforts 
launched during his tenure and to 
new ventures. 
''We are very proud to be 
chosen as the recipient of this 
precedent-setting fellowship 
program," said Kathy Agard, 
executive director of the Johnson 
Center. ''Russ Mawby is a giant 
in American philanthropy, and 
the Johnson Center is honored to 
be entrusted with this important 
piece of his philanthropic legacy." 
Mawby was honored at a 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Russ Mawby, right, stands with Ken Gladish, distinguished professor 
of nonprofit studies and the first Mawby fellow. Mawby, former 
Kellogg Foundation leader, created fellowships to allow continued 
research in philanthropy. 
luncheon ceremony June 6 
at Grand Valley. Ken Gladish, 
distinguished professor of 
nonprofit studies and director of 
the Grantmaking School at the 
Johnson Center, was named as 
the first Mawby Faculty Fellow. 
Mawby continues his 
involvement with the Kellogg 
Foundation as honorary trustee. 
The foundation, like Mawby, has 
had a global in1pact. The Kellogg 
Foundation had assets of more 
than $7 billion in 2006 and since 
its inception has spent more 
than $3 billion to help people 
help themselves. 
"It has been my privilege to 
be a part of this special time in 
the history of philanthropy," 
Mawby said. "There are two 
partners: the givers and the 
doers. The givers are the 
grantmakers, of course - the 
foundations, the businesses, 
the individuals who give of 
their time, talent, treasure. The 
doers are more important in the 
partnership for they provide the 
heart of private initiative for the 
public good. 
"It is their passion, innovation, 
and conunitment that improve 
the lives of individuals, families, 
and communities." 
He has served on the boards 
of the Kellogg Company, 
the J.M. Smucker Company, 
Michigan State University, 
Starr Commonwealth, the 
Battle Creek Community 
Foundation and Michigan's 
Children. His contributions to 
dozens of professions have been 
recognized by 20 universities 
that have awarded him honorary 
doctorates, including honorary 
doctorate of humanities in 1988 
from Grand Valley State University. 
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carving 
a future 
- by Mary lsca Pirko la 
An ear of corn, an old-fashioned iron, a baseball mitt and a topographical relief map are just a few symbols 
of Allendale Township that were set in stone during a unique 
collaboration between township residents and Grand Valley 
art students. 
When the township decided to include a sculpture in the 
renovation of an area park, township leaders turned to the 
university's Department of Art and Design for help. Assistant 
Professor Norwood Viviano selected five outstanding students, 
all seniors or recent graduates, for their talent, ability to work as 
part of a team and to commit to the long-term project, which took 
nearly a year. 
"We saw an opportunity to create a gateway to the community,'' 
said Jim Beelen, Allendale Township supervisor. "We also wanted 
to develop a working relationship with our neighbor, Grand Valley, 
and sought their advice on this particular project." 
The area at Lake Michigan Drive and 68th Avenue has gone 
through significant changes since the township was established 
in 1848. Once a commercial corner, then later a residential area, 
the land was cleared of older buildings and became available 
for redevelopment. Beelen and others gave the students mostly 
free reign on the sculpture design, asking only that it reflect the 
community's past while looking toward the future. 
Since none of the students grew up in the Allendale area, one 
of their first tasks was to learn more about the township's history. 
They spoke with the township board and many community 
members to learn what was important to them. To get a better 
understanding of the area and how it has evolved into what it 
is today, they read the 100-year history of Allendale Township 
that was written for the centennial. They also visited Allendale's 
historical museum, Knowlton House. It was there they saw a series 
of quilts made of pieces sewn by community residents, said Brian 
Caponi, a recent graduate who worked on the project. 
"That triggered the idea of creating a series of tiles cast in 
bronze from objects submitted by community members. It not only 
provided an opportunity for area residents to become involved," he 
said, "but provides insights to what their lives were like." 
He also said that casting everyday objects from both the present 
and the past equalizes their historical relevance. 
After the students brainstormed ideas, various designs were 
drawn to illustrate how the tiles could be used in a sculpture. A 
series of walls with embedded tiles evolved as the favored plan. Yet 
the final arrangement and materials also needed to work within the 
budget, provide lasting quality and be technologically feasible. 
What evolved was a series of three curved concrete panels 
imbedded with the cast bronze tiles on the outside and a 
topographical map on the inside. Several cut-out areas also provide 
windows from the past to the future. A water feature was included 
and designed to gently cascade from the top of the walls, which 
mimic the contours of the rivers that act as the township's borders. 
All involved with the project are very pleased with the design, 
which won township approval to proceed. 
"We had a lot of extra work in the beginning of this project 
comparing old and new processes," said Zyra Castillo. "For most 
Alf photos, except as indicated, by Courtney Newbauer 
Above left, A llenda le Township scu lpture art ists are p ictured: left to ri g ht, 
Brian Caponi, Ruby Miller, Norwood Viviano, Zyra Casti llo and Teresa 
Zbiciak. Not pictured is Andrew Tankers ley. 
Color photos il lustrate some of the many objects from commun ity 
members that were cast in bronze for inclusion in the sculpture. At center 
is a model of the A ll endale Township scu lpture designed and executed by 
art and design students, 
of us, this was our first commissioned project, so we became 
perfectionists. We started with some pretty grand ideas, but quickly 
learned the reality of working within a budget, making efficient 
use of our time and being resourceful with materials. It was a very 
cohesive gToup experience and a tremendous learning experience." 
The group gave a talk at Allendale High School to generate 
interest in the project and ask for donated objects. From the very 
start, the gToup was determined to keep ownership of the project in 
the community, rather than dictating what it should include. 
Andrew Tankersley did a lot of work early in the project. He was a 
key technical adviser, built a form for modeling the wax and was the 
first to begin combining objects in interesting ways. 
Teresa Zbiciak, another student who worked on the project, 
said the cast objects represent many items from the past, but also 
current times that will eventually be part of a bygone era. That 
was the idea behind the topographical map that shows rivers and 
streams, buildings and recognizable locations. The Allendale area 
has changed a lot over the years, and will continue to change in the 
years ahead. 
Approximately SO tiles were cast to be included in the walls. At 
fi rst glance, they seem an odd assortment: fish, bicycle, old toys and 
kitchen implements. But collectively, they tell a larger story of the 
township's past and provide a glimpse into the lives of people who 
settled there. Many donated items came with a story as unique as 
the object. 
A woman from the community donated a pair of shoes that had 
belonged to her late husband. She hoped their inclusion in the 
sculpture might be seen by her grandchildren someday. Another 
woman loaned a small tooled-leather purse, a style that was popular 
when she was a teenager in the 1970s. It has a lot of sentimental 
value and she didn't want it damaged in the casting process. The 
team of artists took on the challenge and used a 3-D laser scanner to 
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Illustrat ing one of severa l processes used, th is model horse was cast in a 
bronze t ile. 
capture the details as a digital file then CNC milled to a high-density 
foam block that was used for casting. 
Ruby Miller joined the project a bit later than the other students 
because she spent a semester abroad in Ghana, where news of 
the project caught up with her. "I watched their PowerPoint 
presentation, which they prepared for Allendale Township meeting, 
and became very interested in working on it. I did a lot of preparing 
wax for the pour and experiments with different techniques for 
making molds, such as pressing objects into wet clay." 
Many of the techniques used were new to the students and 
required advice and assistance from experienced technicians. 
Tony Oosting, who does a lot of cement work for Grand Valley, was 
contracted to create forms and the cement mix for the sculpture 
walls. Mike Tiano, an art teacher in Spring Lake who lives in 
Allendale, is a Grand Valley alumnus. He also has a fountain 
business and helped with the cascading water feature. Jim Visser is 
Grand Valley's 3-D shop technical supervisor and ran much of the 
equipment, such as the burnout kiln and furnace, needed to do the 
bronze castings. Viviano helped the students research materials, 
work with the new 3-D laser scanner and CNC milling machine, and 
problem solve any desig11 and technical concerns. 
"This has been an exciting opportunity for these very self-
directed students to create a professional project," Viviano said. 
"It is extremely impressive for a group of undergrnduates to create 
artwork on this level. The other exciting aspect has been working 
with the Allendale community. We hope the success of this project 
lays the groundwork for more collaborations in the future." 
The dedication for the sculpture is planned for spring, when park 
renovations are complete. 

The work of 
ch amp • IO n S 
" ... the devastation was sti 11 apparent." 
"Some people think we're 
crazy to give up a day of 
practice," Martin said, adding 
it's important to him and his 
staff that the players leave 
Allendale with more than 
memories of games played at 
Lubbers Stadium. 
"We want our kids to 
appreciate what they have in 
life. Hopefully, they're learning 
to do things for others. When 
they're in college, they grow 
academically, athletically and as 
a person. We want to provide these 
experiences for them," he said. 
Senior tight end Sean 
Stevens said he first hesitated 
before signing up for the Gulf 
Coast trip, considering that his 
short break between winter 
and spring/summer semester 
classes would be non-existent. 
"Then I wanted to go 
because I knew we would be 
doing something right;' said 
Stevens, a native of Grand 
Ledge. "At the end, I was 
having such a good time and 
working so hard, I felt I could 
have stayed another week." 
Stevens has a pretty solid 
background in construction. 
Some guys, he said, had never 
swung a hammer before. Before 
heading to job sites each day, 
Martin organized players into 
groups, placing those with little 
or no experience with others 
like Stevens. Anthony Adams, 
a senior linebacker from 
Troy, calls himself the least 
mechanically inclined person 
he knows; still, it was important 
for him to go. 
"Before asking us to sign up, 
Coach Martin asked us, 'Why 
wouldn't you help out people 
who need your help? They lost 
everything and you have so 
much,"' Adams said. 
The team stayed in spartan 
barracks with other volunteers. 
For $15 a day, volunteers 
are housed, fed and given 
transportation to job sites. The 
Lakers raised $8,000 to fund 
the trip. Martin was told that of 
the 25,000 volunteers to pass 
through the area in the past 
Coach Chuck Martin, right, organized a team of 36 p layers and coaches 
who traveled to areas devastated by the 2005 hurricane to help rebui ld 
homes and lives. 
s E A N 
two years, they were the only 
football team. "All the other 
groups were from churches or 
youth groups," he said. 
Seeing the damage up close, 
rather than on television, was 
eye opening for Adams, Stevens 
and others. 
"Before we started working, 
on the first night we were 
there, we watched a videotape 
made by people who stayed 
during the storm. And they 
showed us what used to be 
in the area where we were 
working. Now it's completely 
different," Stevens said. 
"I was really surprised, the 
devastation was still apparent." 
Martin said the only 
operating businesses were 
Lowe's and Home Depot. 
"That's what was so striking. 
I would talk to people who 
would say, 'It's OK that I lost 
my house, because that can be 
rebuilt. But I lost my house, I 
lost my job, I lost my insurance, 
I lost my benefits,"' he said. "It 
was frustrating. These people 
S T E V E N S 
are like you and me. They didn't 
do anything wrong." 
They met many of the people 
who would eventually live in 
those homes. Stevens said one 
day his group built a ramp to 
accommodate someone with 
diabetes who had trouble 
walking. The houses cost 
$14,000-17,000 to build. 
"The people were really nice 
to talk with. And at the end of 
the day when we were done 
working, it was nice to look 
back and see what you did, like 
you built a deck. That must be 
the same satisfaction people in 
construction get," Stevens said. 
By the end of the week, 
Adams grew more comfortable 
with tools, more confident in his 
ability to build something and 
more appreciative of his own 
surroundings. "You never think 
about how good you have it until 
you see things like that," he said. 
"My other thought was, 'Wow, I 
never thought I'd be happy to be 
in Allendale, away from all the 
huge bugs they have down South." 
W ith varying degrees of construction experience, the Lakers built houses 
in small towns between Biloxi and New Orleans. 
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"I 'm in college, not making a lot of money, but there are 
people out there who have a lot less." 
There was some time for 
play. The Lakers entered two 
teams in a "cabbage ball" 
tournament, similar to softball 
but without gloves and played 
with a much larger ball. If 
the locals weren't familiar 
with Laker football, they 
quickly learned as the two 
teams cruised through the 
tournament and played each 
other in the championship game. 
ON THE HOMEFRONT 
Samad Cain, a junior free 
safety from Detroit, was unable 
to make the Gulf Coast trip. 
He does lend a hand closer to 
home, however. Cain mentors 
young boys at the Baxter 
Community Center, a center 
that provides social services 
and mentoring services to low-
income residents who live in 
the Baxter neighborhood in 
southeast Grand Rapids. He 
is also among the volunteers 
who help during the football 
program's academic camp for 
new players. The program, 
Freshman Athlete Scholastic 
Training (FAST), was 
established several years ago 
to help incoming athletes learn 
study and test-taking skills. 
"It was hard for me when 
I transferred," said Cain, who 
transferred from Minnesota. 
"My grades dropped 
dramatically. It was tough and 
I didn't have anyone to talk to, 
so I wanted to help out others 
s A M 
who might be in the same 
situation." 
A 
Cain said he gives new 
players advice on everything 
from time management to 
coping with racial issues on 
campus. "It helps people to 
know I'm available. I do get lots 
of calls during the season from 
guys," he said. 
He believes in Martin's 
philosophy of lending help if 
able. "Coach Martin always 
tells us that our situation is 
what we make of it. That hit 
home for me. I'm in college, 
not making a lot of money, but 
there are people out there who 
have a lot less," Cain said. 
An elementary education 
major, Cain said his 
D C A N 
volunteerism has influenced 
his professional goals and he 
would prefer to work in an 
inner-city school. "At Baxter, 
there are kids that don't have 
any medical care and we're 
able to find them help. Or there 
are kids who don't get enough 
to eat and the center is able to 
provide them with food. It's 
real satisfying," he said. 
Like all coaches and teachers, 
Martin hopes for exactly that 
sentiment from his players. 
"We're learning to do things 
for others and hopefully this 
is something these guys will 
teach their kids," Martin said. 
"We can't solve the world's 
problems, but we can do our 
share to help." 
Summer scholars program sets 
stage for future learning, research 
- by Matt Marn 
F or senior writing major David LeGault, it was the 
perfect summer job. 
LeGault devoted his summer 
to a literary analysis of labor in 
Michigan writing. It was one 
of 20 projects selected for the 
Student Summer Scholarships 
(S3) program, which provides 
funds for a student and faculty 
mentor to devote three months 
to a research project. 
Through his research, 
LeGault discovered that the 
Michigan writers he researched 
focused on the idea of vocation 
in their work. "It seems that 
the job someone has in a novel 
defines what kind of character 
they will be, not the other way 
around," he said. 
LeGault and Ander Monson, 
assistant professor of writing, 
met weekly to discuss the project. 
"He helped me find 
interesting books for the reading 
list and gave me feedback on 
my creative work. He also 
published an interview I did 
for the project on a Michigan 
literature Web site," LeGault 
said. "Although he was an expert 
in the field, he listened to and 
enhanced my own ideas. For 
this project, we were more like 
peers than student and mentor. 
Also, the one-on-one interaction 
helped us connect on a more 
personal level." 
Senior liberal studies 
students Elizabeth Tekautz 
and Joseph Crowley traveled to 
China to research gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgendered life 
in Beijing. 
"We conducted informal 
interviews with people who 
identified themselves as GLBT," 
Tekautz said. "The purpose was 
not to get an overview of GLBT 
life in China's capital, but rather 
to simply get a glimpse of how 
GLBT people lived their lives." 
photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Joseph Crowley and Elizabeth Tekautz discuss their summer research trip 
to China. Undergraduate students worked closely with faculty members 
on 20 projects through the Student Summer Scholars program. 
S3 program director Susan 
Mendoza-Jones, from the 
College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies (COIS), said the GLBT 
study and LeGault's analysis 
were typical examples of the 
stellar work produced by 
students. "Folks are getting 
things published, and that 
doesn't happen often as an 
undergrad," she said. "Students 
do the research, and the faculty 
provides support. That's one of 
the hallmarks of the S3 program." 
Previous scholars have 
given presentations at national 
conferences and one, Kim 
Marshick, got international 
attention at a Society for Text 
and Discourse meeting in 
Scotland. 
The program began in 1994 
as the Summer Undergraduate 
Research Project in the Math 
and Science Division. It later 
became S3 and moved to COIS. 
Mendoza-Jones worked with the 
Undergraduate Research Council 
to continue to hone the focus of 
the program on critical thinking, 
invite as many disciplines as 
possible and help students leave 
the program with a tremendous 
learning experience. 
Mendoza-Jones said while 
many people think research is a 
straight line, it actually takes you 
in places you would not expect. 
"The walls that fall in front 
of you can often be most 
valuable;' she said. "The tours 
and detours are where a lot of 
learning takes place." 
LeGault said spending his 
summer researching literature 
was good preparation for his 
future. 
"Not only is it an interesting 
way to start becoming more 
involved in your field, but it's 
much more rewarding than any 
summer job you might find," he 
said. "It helps you understand 
your field, gives you preparation 
- and good credentials - for your 
grad school. Why wouldn't 
someone try and take this 
opportunity?" 
RESEARCH news 
Federal funds 
released for 
Michigan study 
Nearly $350,000 from the 
2005 federal transportation 
bill has been released to 
scientists at GVSU's Robert 
B. Annis Water Resources 
Institute in Muskegon to help 
further work begun in earlier 
studies of toxic sediments. 
Toxic sediments from 
industrial activities in the 
previous century are moving 
downstream from Muskegon 
County's Little Black Creek 
into Mona Lake, which 
connects directly to Lake 
Michigan. The appropriation 
will build upon AWRI studies 
that have determined that 
one of the major reasons 
for sediment movement is 
water run-off from the highly 
concentrated road network in 
this region. 
"Although we know that 
stormwater run-off from 
the highly concentrated 
road network is resulting in 
environmental degradation 
in the creek basin, it is not 
known which areas are most 
responsible for these impacts 
and the degree to which 
the stonnwater run-off is 
toxic," said AWRI Director Al 
Steimnan. 
Water moves quickly off 
these impervious surfaces and 
enters either directly from 
surface run-off or collects 
first through storm drains 
and then enters Little Black 
Creek. 
Steinman said the new 
study includes eight major 
tasks that will determine 
the extent of environmental 
impairment caused by road-
induced runoff, and the 
associated industrial activities 
in the basin, so that the 
appropriate restoration and 
remediation activities can be 
implemented. 
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- by Brian Bowe, Dott ie Barnes, 
Michele Coffill , Mary lsca Pirkola 
The new John C. Kennedy Hall of Engineering opened 
for business this summer and was official ly unveiled at a 
dedication in October. The following stories give a snapshot of 
the successful prog·rams, students, and faculty members that 
comprise Grand Valley engineering. 
www.gvsu.edu 
or one recent Grand Valley 
engineering graduate, all the 
dire talk about the Michigan 
economy served as a call to action. 
That alumnus, Ryan Phillips, 
founded his own company that 
is poised to contribute to the 
West Michigan economy. 
"I hit the point where 
everybody was complaining and 
worrying about the economy, 
but I didn't see people doing a 
lot about it," Phillips said. "And 
I said, 'Why not?' I'm not going 
to be the one to sit here and 
complain about the city that I 
love to live in. I'm going to take 
a stab at making things better 
and try it myself." 
Phillips' company, Magnum 
Engineering, will be a supplier 
to loudspeaker companies. 
Magnum bought a vacant 28th 
Street facility and a third of 
Rockford Acoustic Designs' 
manufacturing equipment. 
Rockford closed its manufacturing 
operations in Grand Rapids in 
May, ending a 60-year history 
of producing loudspeakers 
in Grand Rapids. Phillips 
performed six terms of co-op 
work there doing loudspeaker 
design for car audio under the 
Rockford-Fosgate name. 
Phillips graduated from 
the School of Engineering 
in August with degrees in 
three disciplines: electrical 
engineering, mechanical 
engineering, and product desig11 
and manufacturing engineering. 
It is rare for a student to complete 
degrees in two disciplines 
- three is unheard of. 
Magnum Engineering 
was created to support other 
loudspeaker manufacturers 
and will provide engineering 
services, product development, 
testing, failure analysis, and 
manufacturing of loudspeakers. 
"My history is with 
loudspeakers, specifically in 
large power and large diameter 
loudspeakers. I hope to use my 
knowledge to advance the field. 
Starting Magnum gave me the 
opportunity to do what I enjoy 
doing for at least a couple more 
years," he said. "I have spent 
the last four years developing 
loudspeaker models to better 
test them, all relating to their 
power handling and endurance. 
This ultimately influences 
product quality and how loud 
they are." 
Phillips said there are 
no good tools to measure 
loudspeaker power, so he turned 
to some of the best engineering 
minds he could find - his 
fellow Grand Valley students. 
In an unusual move, Phillips' 
company sponsored a team of 
senior engineering students 
to work on some tools as part 
of their senior project. It was 
the first time in the history 
of the program that a student 
sponsored a project. 
"That was a hard one to 
swing by the faculty," Phillips 
said. "First, I got some 
resistance to the idea of a 
student sponsoring a senior 
project like this." 
The senior project prepares 
students to be leaders and 
innovators. To complete the 
project, interdisciplinary teams 
of students solve real-world 
engineering design problems 
sponsored by participating 
industries and other organizations. 
The projects take two semesters 
to complete; at the end the 
companies who participate 
have an actual working product. 
The costs for the sponsoring 
industries are materials and a 
small project fee - the students 
are not paid for their work, but 
instead gain college credit and 
valuable work experience. 
Phillips said that he lives 
hands-on work that drew 
Phillips to Grand Valley. He 
hails from Charlotte, near 
Lansing, and started at Lansing 
Conununity College. He said 
he was attracted to Grand 
Valley's progrnm because of its 
mix of rigorous academic work 
and state-of-the-art practical 
experience. 
"What I liked most about 
Grand Valley's program was 
the hands-on nature. We have 
a strong theoretical side, but all 
photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Ryan Phillips, bottom right, stands with his senior design team. Members 
are (back row, left to right) John Videtich, Aaron Scarth and Kurt 
Hammons; (front row, left to right) are Benjamin Sanda and Phillips. 
On page 20, the John C. Kennedy Hall of Engineering connects to the 
Eberhard Center and Keller Engineering Labs. 
for projects. 1\vo of his student 
projects are up for patents, and 
one provisional patent has 
almost matured. 
"One of my favorite projects 
was leading a GVSU team to 
develop one of the world's most 
powerful loudspeakers. We were 
dubbed 'Team Monstrosity,' 
because the speaker was 27 
inches in dian1eter and weighed 
150 pounds," he said. 
In fact, it was his love of 
of it is really designed to make 
you a better engineer, somebody 
who can do something," he 
said. "There's a saying that a 
technician can be useful to a 
company immediately, but an 
engineer takes two to four years 
before they're profitable to a 
company. With the hands-on 
experience we have at Grand 
Valley, I think we're useful long 
before then." 
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The three-story bu il ding 
contains severa l specialty 
classrooms and 21 labs 
while provid ing space for 
the g row ing number of 
engineering students and 
facu lty members. 
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Kennedy Hall of Engineering expands 
Building features green roof and ice bank cooling system 
The John C. Kennedy Hall 
of Engineering, a three-story 
building of sleek steel, glass and 
concrete, has a distinct front 
entrance, while connecting 
to both the Eberhard Center 
and Keller Engineering 
Laboratories on the Pew Grand 
Rapids Can1pus. 
The 52,000-square-foot 
building 21 labs, office space 
and a multitude of unique 
energy-saving features. 
Kennedy Hall provides much-
needed space for the growing 
number of engineering students 
and fac ulty. And, the relocation 
of the engineering programs to 
the new building makes existing 
space in the Eberhard Center 
available for the College of 
Education. 
"It expands our capacity 
tremendously," said Paul 
Plotkowski, dean of the 
Padnos College of Engineering 
and Computing. "Not just 
capacity of how much we can 
do but also capability of what 
we can do." 
The building will feature 
the university's first electron 
microscope. "Our students 
do a great deal of work other 
universities do not do," 
Plotkowski said. "They spend 
a lot of time designing and 
building and testing using 
industry standard tools. 
We now have an electronic 
assembly lab that will allow 
us to produce an entire circuit 
board, fully populated, with all 
A conference room in the Kennedy 
Hall of Engineering overlooks the 
DeVos Center on the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. 
of the components using robotic 
automation to populate it and 
solder everything. Students can 
do it all." 
For the first time, students 
will be able to work in a 
wireless and radio frequency 
lab that includes isolation 
for the design and testing of 
very sensitive wireless and 
radio frequency devices and 
antennas. Another new lab 
was desig11ed for educational 
development where faculty can 
prototype, pilot and work out 
the bugs of new instructional 
methods and new laboratory 
experiments before they get 
in front of the students. A new 
"clean room" was designed for 
students working with very fine 
microelectric fabrication. 
Engineering students and 
faculty members have always 
been committed to K-12 
outreach and work with 
local industry, but space was a 
limiting factor. The Kennedy 
building includes a service 
learning laboratory where 
elementary and high school 
students can learn and indush-y 
seminars can be held. 
The building was carefully 
designed to support study 
habits and personal learning 
styles of engineering students. 
"The entire building is 
accessible to students and 
faculty, 24-7," said Plotkowski. 
"Students carry key cards for 
access. So, if they prefer to work 
on the computers at 3 a.m., they 
can do so." 
The design plan included 
research space for students and 
faculty for advanced technology 
projects. Piatkowski describes the 
design like an English muffin -
with lots of nooks and crannies. 
"We took those nooks and crannies 
and turned them into student 
work spaces," he said. "The two 
largest ones are student-faculty 
collaboration spaces, where a 
common work and study area is 
surrounded with facu lty offices. 
That's so students and faculty are 
accessible to one another outside 
of the classroom and after-hours." 
Environmentally responsible 
The Kennedy Hall of 
Engineering is designed to 
LEED (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design) 
standards, meaning buildings are 
designed for high-performance 
and sustainability by maintaining 
standards for water and energy 
conservation, material selection, 
and indoor environmental 
quality. The new engineering 
building will be the third 
completed LEED facility on 
Grand Valley's campuses. The 
university has four more LEED 
buildings under construction 
that are slated to be completed 
in August 2008. 
A vegetative green roof of 
15,000-square-feet of plantings 
sits atop the building to help 
limit energy consumption 
and water runoff. "The hearty 
plants on the roof add another 
layer of insulation," said 
project manager Bob Brown. 
"Less energy will be needed to 
heat in the winter and cool in 
the summer. Also, rainfall will 
be absorbed, minimizing water 
runoff into the city's storm 
water system." A rain garden, 
using native plantings, was also 
constructed near the parking 
lot to help alleviate storm 
water runoff. 
Another energy-saving 
and cost-saving feature is 
the use of an ice bank for air 
conditioning. "Ice is used 
to cool the air that runs 
through the building at peak 
A g reen roof of 15,000-square-
feet of plantings sits atop t he 
bui lding to help limit energ y 
consumption and water runoff. 
loading during the day," Brown 
explained. "At night, when 
there's less load on the system, 
it rebuilds itself." 
--
--
The concept of "daylighting" 
in many classrooms and 
offices means minimal use of 
lights. The rooms also contain 
occupancy sensors so lights will 
automatically turn off when 
everyone leaves. 
Brown said an important 
goal during the construction 
process was recycling. He said 
of the construction materials 
used, such as metals, concrete, 
drywall and wood, more than 97 
percent of construction waste 
generated was recycled. 
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The art of engineering 
Steel, wood, glass, paint and 
fabric. While much of each 
material was used to construct 
and furnish the new John C. 
Kennedy Hall of Engineering, 
they were also among the media 
used in the creation of artworks 
showcased inside of it. 
Though not a museum, more 
than 100 pieces of art grace the 
walls and corridors, reflecting 
the engineering activity 
within, while enhancing the 
atmosphere for all who study, 
teach, work and visit there. 
"An overreaching theme 
of engineering prevails in all 
the pieces selected for this 
building," said Henry Matthews, 
director of Galleries and 
Collections at Grand Valley. 
"Some are very obvious, some 
are a bit more reflective or 
whimsical, and a few even 
promote sustainability by 
reusing existing art to createnew." 
Matthews chaired the Arts 
Advisory Committee, made up 
of Art Gallery staff members 
and individuals from the 
engineering program, facilities 
and the president's office. Below 
are a few notable pieces: 
• "Paleolithic Red," 
painted by nationally 
recognized artist Sam 
Gilliam, was a gift of 
William and Glenda 
Noakes. 
• "California Hills l," by 
Stephen Duren, was 
a gift given by friends 
and family in memory 
of Jennifer R. DuBois. 
Grand Valley has one 
of the largest 
collections of Duren's 
work. 
• A large cast bronze 
sculpture, "Icarus," 
created by David Kotker 
was donated as a gift 
of the Richru·d and 
Roberta Lieberman 
Estate. Other sculptural 
works include a cast 
glass screw by Rick 
Beck, a wood sculpture 
by Andrew Burton, and 
several by Cyril 
Lixenberg, donated by 
Tim Chester. 
• Gracing the West 
entrance is a large oil on 
canvas by the late 
Michigan artist Carol 
Wald. "The New Spirit 
Building energy-efficient house also creates lesson in goodwill 
Shirley Fleischmann, 
professor of engineering, has 
a possible solution to quell the 
country's fuel problem and it has 
nothing to do with hybrid cars 
(although she does drive one). 
For more than a year, a fan1ily 
of eight has lived in an incredibly 
energy-efficient house built and 
designed in prut by engineering 
students. Fleischmann led the 
project and has continued to 
collect data from the house 
on Watson Street in southeast 
Grand Rapids. 
It's a model of efficiency. The 
highest monthly gas bill for the 
Powell fan1ily hasn't topped $70; 
gas powers the furnace, clothes 
dryer ru1d stove. 
"It's really a statement for 
us," Fleischmann srud. ''V.1hen 
designing low-income housing, 
it's not that much more money 
to get into an energy-efficient 
house at the start, then you 
will realize the overall savings. 
Everyone is talking about the 
carbon footpiint left behind. 
Well, the gas not used in that 
house is significant." 
By comparison, another 
much smaller neru·by house 
used 345 ccf of gas in one 
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Working with Heartland Builders and Westown Jubilee Housing, 
engineering students and faculty built an energy-efficient house on 
Watson Street in southwest Grand Rapids. 
winter month before engineeting 
students retrofitted it with 
insulation. The Watson Street 
house used about 540 ccf of 
natural gas over 11 months. 
The School of Engineering 
and Heartland Builders partnered 
with Westown Jubilee Housing 
to build what has been dubbed 
the "Green House on Watson." 
More than 70 students worked 
on the house, continuing many 
commwuty service projects led 
by Fleischmann. 
"The students gain goodwill, 
but working on this project and 
others has also given them a 
chance to use engineering skills 
for something permanent and 
wmthwhile," she said. "I can't 
give them academic credit for 
this, but it's something that's 
bigger than themselves. It also 
fits the social contract that the 
engineering school has." 
The Watson Street house 
has a LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental 
Design) Silver rating. Its walls 
are made of insulated concrete 
forms, giving them an effective 
R-32 factor. Nu-Wool donated 
insulation with a R-50 factor 
for the attic and Rive1town 
Windows discounted the price 
for windows that are one-
tlurd better than Energy Stru· 
requirements. Solar panels on 
the roof provide hot water and 
photovoltaic cells generate 2 
kilowatts of electricity. The 
efficient design and construction 
help the Powell family maintain 
their home and enjoy low 
energy bills. 
Fleischmann is spending the 
fall semester desig11ing a new 
course, "Structme Sustainability 
and tl1e Urban Environment," 
that will teach heat transfer ru1d 
how energy is used to not only 
engineering majors but other 
students who ru·e interested. 
"As a country, we totally 
do not pay attention to poorly 
designed houses. So we end up 
with fanulies who are facing 
$400 and $500 monthly fuel 
bills," she srud. ''People who ru·e 
interested in talking about fuel 
efficient cars should add this to 
the conversation." 
of '76" was the official 
USA Bicentennial 
Painting, a montage of 
the American spirit 
melding the past with 
the future and depicting 
the ingenuity of modern 
space flight. It was a 
gift, in part, of the artist 
and Hermann Tauchert. 
• Bedouin weavings, 
inlaid desig11s on an 
Indian artisan marble 
bowl, a good number of 
18th and 19th century 
Italian and French 
architectural 
reproduction etchings, 
and some works by 
faculty and students 
are also included. 
Among them are 
whimsical yet very 
detailed prints by 
alumna Erin Koehler, 
portraying interesting 
aircraft. 
A multicultural influence is 
present, with pieces from India, 
Egypt, China, Mexico, Russia, 
and the Netherlands. 
"The a.rt here is 
representative of the great 
diversity of the world 
community with which 
the students will interact," 
Matthews said. "The collection 
also reinforces the longstanding 
tradition at Grand Valley of 
supporting the arts." 
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Stephen Duren's 'California Hills 1' 
and Sam Gilliam's 'Paleolithic Red' 
are two of more than 100 pieces of 
art gracing the walls and corridors 
inside the John C. Kennedy Hall of 
Engineering. 
STEPS encourages future engineers 
For six years, Grand Valley 
has taken steps to introduce 
young girls and minorities to the 
possibility of careers in science, 
technology and engineering 
through a special summer camp. 
Science Technology 
and Engineering Preview 
Summer (STEPS) camp was 
first held at the University 
of Wisconsin-Stout in 1997, 
with funding from the Society 
of Manufacturing Engineers 
Educational Foundation. In 
2002, the foundation contacted 
Grand Valley with a proposal 
to develop STEPS programs in 
Michigan. 
Grand Valley embraced 
the idea as part of its outreach 
programs aimed at encouraging 
higher enrollment in science 
and engineering. Today, Grand 
Valley is one of seven camp sites 
active in the U.S. Together they 
have provided opportunities for 
more than 4,000 girls and boys 
over the past 10 years. The new 
Kennedy Hall of Engineering 
was the home base for about 80 
campers in June. That brings 
the total to almost 500 campers 
in Grand Valley's six years of 
participation. 
"We believe reaching 
students at an early age 
can effectively influence 
their choice of classes in 
mathematics, science, and 
technology in middle school and 
high school," said Margo Dill, 
from Grand Valley's Regional 
Math & Science Center, who 
co-directs the STEPS camp with 
Jessica Noble, Padnos College 
of Engineering and Computing. 
The STEPS progrnm at 
Grand Valley is a four-day, 
applied science experience for 
girls entering the seventh grade. 
While building their own radio-
controlled model airplanes, 
campers gain an understanding 
of basic engineering principles 
and the use of high-tech 
equipment and customized 
manufacturing tools. 
Dill said the camp was 
designed to achieve an 
appropriate balance between 
technical, developmental, and 
recreational activities. Students 
took a trip to the Gerald R. 
Ford International Airport to 
experience a flight in a Cessna 
aircraft with pilots from Benz 
Aviation West and tour a local 
corporate jet hangar. Campers 
also learned how to use GPS 
units as they searched for four 
hidden treasure boxes at the 
John Ball Zoo. During a guided 
tour of the Howmet Casting 
Corporation, a jet engine 
component manufacturing 
facility in Whitehall, campers 
used hands-on displays created 
by 17 female Howmet engineers 
to study the processes they use 
in manufacturing and testing of 
parts. The session culminates 
with Fly Night and graduation 
at a flying field in Allendale. 
STEPS camp is tuition-free 
thanks to generous support 
from many donors. 
file photo 
Campers bui ld and f ly their own 
remote -contro ll ed model airp lanes 
with help from experienced 
aviation engineers 
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I t was Valentine's Day in 1983 when Bob Stoll started his 
first day on the job at Grand 
Valley. Twenty-five years 
later he still holds the title 
of director of Student Life. 
Stoll said he has changed and 
grown with the job; the same 
can be said about Grand Valley. 
His office used to employ two 
people, now he has a staff 
of about 100, including 80 
student employees. There were 
6,300 students when he came 
to campus; now there are more 
than 23,000 students. 
Stoll took time to sit 
down in the Kirkhof Center 
and chat with Grand Valley 
Magazine's Dottie Barnes 
about his multifaceted job, his 
commitment to students and 
his love for the university. 
GRAND VALLEY MAGAZINE: So, what 
exactly do you do here? 
STOLL: (laughs) What don't we 
do? I've had the opportunity to 
work in so many great areas of 
campus, helping build a very 
special place to go to school. 
There are 260 student 
organizations at Grand Valley 
and we help them achieve 
their goals when it comes to 
programs and events. I also 
work a lot with competitive 
club sports - some operate 
like a varsity sport, some are 
more recreational. 
My department is involved 
with major program areas 
such as service learning, 
leadership initiatives, 
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cultural and entertainment 
programming, fraternity and 
sorority life, Laker Late Night, 
and orientation. We help with 
coordination of some major 
campus traditions like Family 
Weekend, lntercultural Festival, 
Campus Life Night, Sibs 'N 
Kids, and the Leadership 
Summit. We also plan the 
fall convocation and four 
commencement ceremonies. 
My department helped 
develop the Kirkhof Center 
as a student center and a 
conference facility, meeting 
the needs of the campus. I've 
also served on several other 
campus building project teams. 
GYM: It's just part of your job, 
but planning commencement 
must be quite an undertaking. 
STOLL: Once the commencement 
ceremony is underway there 
is a brief feeling of relief; 
however, I realize at this time 
everyone else needs to do 
their part on stage or behind 
the scenes with sound, lights 
and video. I actually stand 
backstage and monitor the 
program to be sure the 
production runs as scripted. I 
move around a lot, checking 
the program from various 
locations. 
I enjoy hearing the names 
of students I know and seeing 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
them excited when they come 
off the stage. The real reward 
comes at the end when the 
recessional takes place and I 
get to greet them with a hug 
or a handshake as they head 
for the door to meet up with 
their family and loved ones to 
celebrate. It feels good to know 
I was able to make their Grand 
Valley experience a little bit 
better and I always challenge 
them to make me proud and to 
keep in touch. 
GYM: What is a typical day like 
for you? 
STOLL: It's often a mixture 
of a lot of conversations 
and interactions, visits and 
phone calls. Of course, I have 
meetings like everyone else. 
As one would expect, this 
includes evenings and 
weekends as part of the mix. 
I love the variety of work. 
GYM: You studied conservation 
and law enforcement in 
college. How did you end up 
here? 
STOLL: My passion is the 
outdoors, but when I 
graduated from Northern 
Michigan in the '70s, there 
weren't many government jobs 
available. I had been an active 
student leader, a resident 
assistant and a hall director 
at Northern, so that helped 
me on the path to higher ed, 
although my law enforcement 
background has come in handy 
at times. 
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Clockwise from top, Bob Stoll, 
w ith his wife Cheryl and son 
Mike, at the October 2006 
dedication of 'Big Bob.' Stoll 
met with student leaders during 
his first day on the job at Grand 
Valley in 1983. He sings Motown 
hits with alumni at BOBfest 1998. 
GYM: What do you love most 
about your job? 
STOLL: The relationships I have 
with the people I work with. 
They are committed people 
who aren't afraid to build, 
create and dream. It's a good 
fit with my staff. We have our 
challenges like any family. And, 
that's what we are - family. 
Grand Valley is a wonderful 
place to work. I enjoy the 
collaboration with so many 
great individuals from many 
outstanding departments 
across campus. 
GYM: What is the biggest 
challenge you face working 
with students? 
STOLL: I like to help students 
become more independent. 
The hard part is helping this 
generation understand and 
know they are responsible 
for their own fun, their own 
happiness. We're used to 
planning what we're going to 
do, like going to the symphony 
or cleaning the garage this 
weekend. We plan while they 
tend to wait around and see 
what's happening. They need 
to know, "What's in it for me?" 
- the benefits of engaging in 
a program instead of watching 
TV or playing video games. 
They also need to learn to take 
healthy risks. As we always tell 
them, they just need to "do 
something! " 
GYM: You've 
been here quite 
a while now. 
How do you 
stay connected 
with the 
students? 
STOLL: That's 
the real 
reward, being 
connected to 
students. Well, I turned 50 in 
January and I'm comfortable 
with who I am and what I am. 
If you show people that you 
care about them and help 
them realize that you're here 
to help them, challenge them 
and support them, then the 
relationships come. 
Some students make dumb 
mistakes but it's not the end of 
the world. At Northern, I had 
a student who pulled the fire 
alarm and got suspended. A 
year later he was back living in 
my hall and I had him redo the 
brakes on my car. 
With some students, I 
see them get started at 
freshman orientation right 
through to walking the stage 
at commencement. I've even 
watched a student propose 
marriage to another at a 
Student Senate meeting, I've 
attended student weddings 
and I've seen tragedy - the 
death of students. The joy far 
outweighs the bad. 
GYM: What are BOBfest and the 
Big Bob? 
STOLL: BOBfest is like our 
department family reunion 
for students who have 
been involved in student 
organizations and those who 
have worked in the office as 
student staff. It's a fun time for 
alumni to come back and meet 
up with old friends. I was sort 
of the poster child for that. 
The Big 
Bob was a neat 
surprise. The 
rowing team 
purchased a new 
"varsity eight" 
boat last year and 
it's a tradition to 
name the boat 
after someone 
supportive, like a 
donor or coach. 
I was taking 
pictures of the 
team and they 
called me up front 
and announced 
they were naming 
it after me. It was a special 
honor. 
GYM: Do you see yourself 
staying with this job until you 
retire? 
STOLL: Oh, yeah. You gain youth, 
exuberance and life when 
you're around young people. 
There's so much more I want 
to do here; I have a lot of 
unfinished business. I'm having 
too much fun. I feel like I'm still 
in college and I've never had 
to leave. 
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Artwork from 
well-traveled alumnus 
graces luxury hotel 1n 
Grand Rapids 
D an Watts, '79, traversed the globe to shoot nearly 
17,000 photographs for his latest 
project, which will be viewed by 
visitors at the new JW Marriott 
in Grand Rapids. 
"This has been, without a 
doubt, the most difficult and 
demanding endeavor I have ever 
taken on," said Watts. 
For nearly two years, Watts 
worked on a unique photography 
project commissioned by the 
luxury-class hotel to showcase 
Grand Rapids' Sister Cities. 
Watts' stu1ming photos are the 
featured artwork in the hotel; 
they hang in each of the 340 
rooms and corridors of the 23-
story hotel, which celebrated 
its gTand opening last month in 
downtown Grand Rapids. 
To complete the Marriott 
project, Watts spent months 
researching attractions and 
cri tical historical events. He 
then contacted Grand Rapids' 
Sister City offices and made 
arrangements to h·avel to four 
different continents. He spent 
more than three months in 
Omihachiman, Japan; Perugia, 
Italy; Bielsko-Biala, Poland; Ga 
Dish·ict, Ghana; and Zapopan, 
Mexico to complete the 
extensive photo essay. 
"Overseas assignments are 
always more difficult than 
expected. It's not like being on 
vacation, unless you normally 
work 100-plus hours a week 
while you're on vacation:' 
he said. "It requires both 
fin ite planning and constant 
improvisation, stamina, and a 
ton of gear which means sore 
. houlders and knees. I never 
seem to get enough sleep. But 
I love it. It's become the core 
of my portfolio." The 16,855 
photos he took aJso presented a 
monumental editing challenge 
in selecting the finaJ images that 
would be used. The resulting 
photographs are breathtaking 
and comprise the single 
largest collection of Sister City 
photography in the world. 
"I am so honored to have 
been selected to be a permanent 
part of such a monumentaJ 
project. This truly was a once-in-
a-lifetime experience," he said. 
Watts developed his passion 
for photography during his 1976 
honeymoon trip to Europe with 
his wife Sue. "I just fell in love 
with seeing things that way. You 
capture details and experience 
things through a viewfinder you 
never would otherwise," he said. 
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A man walks by a brick wall in Bielsko-Biala, Poland. 
After returning from Europe, 
he enrolled in the arts and 
media program at Grand Valley's 
Willian1 James College to pursue 
his new-found passion. Shortly 
before graduation, Watts taJked 
to his academic advise1~ Bob 
Burns (documentaiy filnmrnker 
Ken Burns' father), and said he 
would like to concentrate on 
anthropologicaJ photography, 
combining his love of 
photography and his 
keen interest in 
studying cultures 
different from his own. 
His unique 
combination of 
experiences and 
skills made Watts 
the perfect choice 
for the Marriott Dan Watts 
project, which he considers 
to be a true foray into 
anthropological photography. 
After earning a bachelor's 
degree, Watts worked for 
several years honing his skills 
in conceptualization, location 
photography and editing for 
a local production company, 
and eventually became an 
accomplished freelance 
commercial/ industrial 
photographer in West 
Michigan. 
"I am very 
grateful for 
my industrial 
experiences. My 
commercial work 
has allowed me 
to fund personal 
projects that would 
not have been 
possible otherwise:' 
he said. Watts has traveled to 
34 countries on corporate and 
personal projects, working 
for more than three years in 
Asia, Europe, Africa and Latin 
America. 
Watts' work will be 
permanently exhibited in a 
gallery at the JW Marriott 
and is prominently displayed 
throughout the university. 
Selected works can be viewed 
at www.danwatts.com. 
Alumni on the move 
GVSU grnduates beat the heat August 21 to take part in Freshman 
Move-In Day. 
Sixty-five alumni volunteers spent the day helping move the 
newest Lakers into their can1pus homes and reminiscing about 
their own residence hall days. Participants were treated to breakfast 
and lunch at the Alumni House. Thanks to everyone who helped 
welcome future alumni to the Grand Valley community. 
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Zachary Kurmas, '97, Kath leen L. Powers, '05, and Jason Proctor, '01, lend 
a hand d uring Freshman Move- In. 
ALUMNI news 
A picturesque river in Omihachiman, Japan. 
Books for a cause 
Jaslyn Gilbert, '06, of Two Rivers, Wisconsin, holds som_c of the 
300 pounds of books she collected to send to Mark Go111w1echa, 
'71. A story in the winter 2007 Grand Va lley Magazine ~rofiled 
Goniwiecha's efforts to establish a library in Microne ta. 
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ALUMNI news 
Alumni Art on the Water series showcases 
Grand Valley·talent 
P articipants in the Art on the Water series viewed 
works by Grand Valley artists 
at Fricano's Restaurant in 
Muskegon on May 15 and the 
Eberhard Center in Grand 
Rapids on May 22. 
More than 165 guests 
enjoyed exhibits created 
exclusively by Grand Valley 
alunmi and students. Renov,ned 
photographer Dan ·watts, '79, 
and international artist 
Jennifer Pope, '05, shared their 
experiences as the keynote 
speakers for the events. (See 
page 28 for more on Watts.) 
Attendees at the Grand 
Rapids event experienced the 
art-making process at two 
interactive art stations and took 
home their own pieces (painted 
or etched). The Art and Design 
Department donated tiles for 
painting. 
Eighteen alumni artists 
donated pieces for silent auctions 
at each event, raising $1,800 for 
GVSU art scholarships. 
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Volunteers help build Allendale Habitat home 
More than 70 alumni volunteers and 
friends worked tirelessly through extreme 
heat to help construct Allendale's first-ever 
Habitat for Humanity home on June 15-16. 
Graduates who participated raved about 
the experience. "I think it's cool that GVSU 
alumni can impact the community in such a 
positive way. Being involved in this type of 
project sends a good message about the type 
of people Grand Valley alumni are," said 
Victor Cardenas, '00. 
The house was officially dedicated July 
24, when the keys were handed over to 
the recipient family who joined the Grand 
Valley crew on-site to extend their gratitude 
and work with volunteers. 
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Ready to work at the Allendale Habitat for 
Humanity house are, from left, Ruthanne Griffin, 
'00, Dayna Ives, '06, and Lisa Sheffbuch, '02 . 
Ama lia Matthews, '05, and Stacey Lefevre, '90 
and '00, work on cabinetry. 
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Above, artwork by Aneka 
Vanderhi ll , '03, is displayed for Art 
on the Grand attendees. 
Mark Augustyn, '90, and his 
daughter Emma work on their art 
pieces at the Art on the Grand 
etching station. 
Louise Forsythe and Arlene 
Hecksel, '74, enjoy an evening of 
art, food and fun. 
photo by Adam Bird 
Association 
introduces Young 
Alumni Award 
The Alumni Association is 
seeking nominations for the 
new GVSU Young Alumni 
Award. The award will honor 
a Grand Valley alumnus who 
has grnduated within the past 
10 years for distinguished 
personal and professional 
accomplishments. The first 
award will be presented next fall. 
For a full description of 
awards criteria and to nominate 
deserving candidates, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/ alumni/ awards 
or call (800) 558-0541. 
A licensed Laker 
Lansing resident Gregg Hoag, '81, shows his school spirit. Send your 
GVSU license plate photos to alumni@gvsu.edu. 
Art lovers view faculty exhibit in Chicago 
Grand Valley art lovers 
embarked on a tour July 14 of 
Windy City art museums before 
meeting President Thomas 
and Marcia Haas, Chicago area 
alumni and faculty members at 
a reception hosted by William 
Lieberman, '79, at his downtown 
art gallery. 
President Thomas J . Haas stands 
w ith Chicago host William 
Lieberman, '79. 
Faculty members from 
the Communications and 
Art and Design departments 
demonstrated their talents 
during a juried exhibition, 
"Stories To Be Looked At, 
Pictures To Be Read," which 
remained on display at the Zolla 
Lieberman Gallery through 
August 18. Participating artists 
were Anna Campbell, Ann 
Mansolino, Deanna Morse, 
Beverly Seley, Kirsten Strom, 
Renee Zettle-Sterling, Steven 
Sorman, Victoria Veenstra and 
Norwood Viviano. 
photos by Alumni Relations 
From left, Robert Nass, Kenny Williams-Buck, '00, and Amanda Haschke, 
'96, are pictured at the Zolla Lieberman Gallery in Chicago. 
ALUMNI news 
Friends return to 
Allendale 
From left, Becky (Gray) 
Barton, '91, Leslie (Burrgraff) 
Gonzales, '86, Shelley 
(Maurer) Lee, '86, and 
Amy (Langshied) Wiles, 
'86, return to the Allendale 
Campus during their eighth 
reunion since the group of 
friends graduated. Others 
who regularly attend these 
informal reunions but are not 
pictured are Patty (Edwards) 
Moore, '89, Donna Hartsel l, 
'86, Tracy Winslow, Sue 
Nelson, '85, and Heidi Antel. 
Lee has written a memoir of 
their reunions; read excerpts 
of "Traveling Reunions of a 
GVSU Sisterhood" at www. 
gvsu.edu/a lumni/spotlight. 
Attention 
snowbirds! 
If you spend the 
winter away from home, 
let us know your new 
address! We want to 
include you in all regional 
event mailings. 
Send new contact 
information via e-mail to 
alumni@gvsu.edu or ca ll 
(800) 558-0541 
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Alumni highlight an·nual Enrichment Dinner 
A record 178 alumni members attended the 
June 5 Grand Valley University 
Foundation Enrichment Dinner, 
helping welcome a crowd of 
1,150 donors and guests. 
Many alumni served as table 
hosts, greeting attendees and 
sharing stories of their times 
and experiences at GVSU. Held 
at De Vos Place in Grand Rapids, 
the dinner is a celebration of 
those who give time, talent 
and treasure in support of 
Grand Valley. 
Marie Canepa, '81, became 
the first alumni member to 
receive the Enrichment Award, 
the highest honor bestowed 
by the Foundation. Provost 
Emeritus and pioneer facu lty 
member Glenn Niemeyer 
received the Arend D. Lubbers 
Award for university and 
community service. Other 
honors went to community 
members John Canepa and 
Jack Miller, who also received 
the Enrichment Award, and 
Starr Meije1~ who received 
the Leadership Award. Vocal 
graduate Lucy Finkel, '05, who 
earned a master's degree from 
the New England Conservatory 
of Music in Boston, performed 
with Robert Byrens, music 
faculty member. 
President Thomas J. Haas 
concluded the evening by 
acknowledging the 40th 
anniversary of the first Grand 
Valley grnduates, the Pioneer 
Class of 1967. The Pioneers 
were also recognized at 
Homecoming on the Allendale 
Campus. 
For more about the Enriclm1ent 
Dinner, including photos, visit 
WW\:v.gvsu.edu/development. 
Laker alumni play golf to 
support student scholarships 
photo by Alumni Relations 
The Jaroszewicz family enjoys the Sleep Inn and Suites Al l-A lumni 
Benefit Golf Outing. From left are David, Ed Sr., Chr is, '81, and Ed, '81. 
More than 22S golfers participated in three summer outings: Footbal l 
Alumn, , A ll -A lumni and Corky Meineke Memoria l; they raised $8,800 to 
support student scholarships. 
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photo by Dianne Carro/I-Burdick 
Pictured at t he Enrichment Dinner are, from left, Matthew Dhaseleer, '01, 
and Cand ie Ritsema, '0 3, Jill Dooley, '90 and '99, and Kiley and David, 
'0 2, Rad el. 
Hartliebs honored with Alumni 
Service Award 
Dan, '79, and Mollie, '80, 
Hartlieb received the 2007 
Alumni Service Award during 
a September 29 luncheon. 
Later that night, the couple 
was congratulated by President 
Thomas J. Haas during halftime 
of the Fall Classic Laker football 
game at Fifth Third Park. 
Alumni Director Chris 
Barbee, '88, said the Hartliebs 
are model choices for the 
award because of their loyalty, 
energy, and service to the 
university. They jointly served 
on the cabinet for the Alumni 
House capital campaign from 
1998 through completion of 
the building in 2000. Through 
their family business, Midwest 
Printing and Promotions 
LLC, of Schoolcraft, they 
have often lent their creative 
skills in support of highly 
visible projects for the Alumni 
Association and the Alumni 
Relations office. 
photo by Alumni Relations 
Dan, '79, and Mollie, '80, Hart lieb 
are recip ients of the 2007 Alumni 
Service Award. 
CAREERS 
1960s 
JOHN T. ANNULIS, B.A., 1966, GVSU 
distinguished alumnus 
1985, retired as professor of 
mathematics and dean of 
the School of Mathematical 
and Natural Science at the 
University of Arkansas at 
Monticello. 
1970s 
GERALD LAW, B.S., 1970, is senior vice 
president for strategic planning 
and business development for 
Texas Petrochemicals. He joined 
the company in 1995 as director 
of C4 Olefins. 
DIXIE LEE ANDERSON, B.S., 1972, 
M.B.A., 1978, executive director 
of the World Affairs Council 
of Western Michigan, was 
one of 10 delegates chosen by 
the World Affairs Councils of 
America to attend briefings on 
the European Union in Berlin, 
Germany. She was also elected 
to the organization's national 
board of directors. 
MICHELE M. (LARICHE) GRIFFETH, B.S., 
1975, was named Forest Hills 
Public Schools Teacher of the 
Year for 2006-07. She teaches 
second grade and is in her 29th 
year at Forest Hills. 
CHARLES E. BARFELZ, B.S., 1978, joined 
the Bennington Bombers, in 
Vermont, as field manager. He 
is also head baseball coach at 
Southern Vermont College. 
LEO T. GABRIEL, B.S., 1978, earned 
a doctorate in business 
administration from Anderson 
University. He is a professor at 
Bethel University. 
ANNE. MICHAEL, B.PH., 1978, is writing 
coordinator for the Academic 
Resources Center at DeSales 
University in Pennsylvania. She 
had been an adjunct instructor 
at DeSales and other colleges 
for the past four years. She is 
the author of three chapbooks 
of poetry, four libretti and has 
published creative nonfiction 
and academic essays. 
JOSEPH H. JOHNSON, B.S., 1979, 
published a book, Breaking the 
Shackles of the Disillusioned, the 
Hardened, and the Unforgiven. 
TIMOTHY D. NEFF, B.S., 1979, M.S.T., 
1984, opened a CPA firm, Neff 
& Associates CPA, in Grand 
Rapids. 
1980s 
KAY J. (CARMEAN) BEAUREGARD, B.S.N., 
1980, was named vice president 
of William Beaumont Hospital. 
She has worked for Beaumont 
for 27 years. 
RAYMOND STOCK, B.A., 1980, is writing 
a biogrnphy ofNaguib Mahfouz, 
Nobel Laureate in Literature 
recipient. He received a John 
Simon Guggen heim Memorial 
Fellowship for the project. 
VIOLET M. (SIMMONS) WILLIAMSON, 
B.S., 1982, and her husband Cliff 
published Scream ing For A Vine, 
a book about mental illness 
based on the experiences of 
their daughter, Amy. 
SUE E. (SWANSON) HELDEROP, B.A.S., 
1983, joined Wayne State 
University School of Medicine 
as director of alumni affai rs. 
KENNETH E. RUPERT, B.S., 1984, is 
a unit manager for the State 
of Ohio Toledo Correctional 
Institution. 
DORIAN C. CHALOM, B.S., 1987, is a 
student records technician 
for Grand Rapids Community 
College. 
BRUCE C. FOGERTY, B.A., 1987, is a 
senior accountant for Highway 
Technologies in Oakbrook, 
Illinois. He is also an adjunct 
professor of accounting and 
taxation at several Chicago-area 
universities. 
COLLENE M. (SHANGLE) HOLCOMB, B.S., 
1988, earned a master's degree 
in education at Wright State 
University. 
JAMES M. BRANSKI, B.B.A., 1989, is 
senior financial director for 
Medtronic Inc.'s Western 
Europe branch in Tolochenaz, 
Switzerland. 
THOMAS F. ZUBEL, B.B.A., 1989, 
received the Exceptional 
Civilian Service Medal from 
the Department of Defense for 
his contribution to rebuilding 
the Iraqi electrical sector while 
serving as a member of the 
Joint Contracting Command in 
Baghdad. 
1990s 
STEVEN F. STAPLETON, B.A., 1991, was 
elected shareholder and director 
of law at Law, Weathers & 
Richardson PC. He has been 
practicing since 1994 after 
graduating from the University 
of Detroit School of Law. 
THOMAS R. HEGEWALD, B.S. 1992, 
received a Telly Achievement 
Award and Festival Award 
for "The Voigt House." The 
documentary was the first in 
his series, "Grand Homes of 
Heritage Hill." 
VICKI L. ZWART, B.S, 1992, is executive 
producer of the CBS-2 Morning 
News at WBBM-TV in Chicago. 
She had worked at WXIN-TV 
in Indianapolis as executive 
producer of the FOX-59 
Morning News and received 
two regional Emmy Awards for 
"Best Daytime Newscast." 
MICHAELS. DOLCE, B.B.A., 1993, 
was named vice president of 
recru iting and training for 
Regal Financial Group LLC in 
Kentv.rood . 
DANA M. ROSEMAN, B.A., 1994, was 
promoted to assistant principal 
at Elaine \,Vynn Elementary 
School in Las Vegas. 
ROBERT F. TOWNSEND, B.S., 1994, 
was promoted to director of 
the environmental safety and 
health department at DENSO 
International Inc. He has been 
with the company since 1996. 
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LEN A. VANPOPERING, B.B.A., 1994, 
joined the corporate marketing 
team at Arby's Restaurant Group 
in Atlanta as senior director of 
concept strategy. 
HOLLY A., COFER, B.A., 1995, is 
progrnm assistant for the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation 
in the global health department. 
TARA L. HEFFERAN, B.A., 1995, is 
visiting assistant professor 
of anthropology at Central 
Michigan University. 
She recently published a 
book, Twinning Faith and 
Development: Catholic Parish 
Partnering in the US and Haiti. 
APRILL. MCGRATH, B.A., 1996, is 
Ypsilanti's assistant city 
manager. She had worked for 
the city of Monroe. 
JAMES N. CLASS, B.A., 1997, is assistant 
vice president of international 
affairs for Pharmaceutical 
Research and Manufacturers of 
America. 
MELISSA J. (SELVIG) KLEIN, B.B.A., 1997, 
joined Nu Union Credit Union 
in Jenison as assistant vice 
president and branch sales 
manager. She had worked as 
branch manager for Chemical 
Bank. 
RANDALL D. VAN WAGNER, B.S., 1997, 
is an environmental project 
coordinator fo r the Lovver 
Thames Valley Conservation 
Authority in Chatham, Onta rio. 
BRYAN K. PROCTOR, B.S., 1998, is 
assistant corporate counsel for 
New World Systems in Troy. He 
had worked for Butzel Long. 
SUSAN J. (DORNSEIFER) PROCTOR, 
B.S., 1998, joined the Grand 
Valley Alumni Relations staff 
as assistant director. She had 
worked as assistant director of 
alumni relations at Davenport 
University in Grand Rapids. 
KALYN D. REDLOWSK, B.B.A., 1998, is 
an associate in Miller, Canfield, 
Paddock & Stone PLC Labor 
and Employment Group in 
Kalamazoo. She was named to 
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the board of directors of the 
Michigan Labor-Management 
Association. 
ROBERTO ROBLES, B.S., 1998, joined 
the Douglas County (Nebraska) 
Assessor's Office as supervisor 
of personal property and 
homestead exemptions. 
STEPHANIE P. (OSBORNE) DENTON, B.A., 
1999, is development manager for 
Goodwill Industries of Greater 
Grand Rapids. She had worked 
for the Grand Rapids Griffins. 
LARRY A. HALVERSON, B.S., 1999, 
is community relations 
coordinator for Loutit District 
Library in Grand Haven. 
2000s 
ELIZABETH J. DROSKI, B.B.A., 2000, 
earned a master's degTee in 
accounting from the University 
of Phoenix. 
ANGELA M. KIMBER, B.B.A., 2000, is 
director of communications 
at Capitol Bankcorp. She was 
corporate counsel for the 
company. 
PAULA S. (HUFF) LOOP, B.A., 2000, is 
the Vleb designer for Monroe 
County Library System. 
ZORNITSA A. BOSHNAKOVA, M.B.A., 2001, 
M.S.T., 2005, joined Ernst & Young 
in Detroit in the tax practice 
department. She had worked for 
BDO Seidman LLP. 
KARI B. BRUURSEMA, B.S., 2001, is 
human resources staffing 
consultant for Verizon Wireless 
in Basking Ridge, New Jersey. 
CHRISTOPH ER M. MABIE, B.A., 2001, 
published a book, Uncle Louis: 
The Biography of Louis Campau, 
fo under of Saginaw and Grand 
Rapids. 
MARK A. ROBERTS, B.S., 2001, star ted 
Small Business Capital LLC. 
HAN (VU) SMEFFLER, B.S., 2001, M.P.A., 
2004, i a physician assistant for 
the Umversity of New Mexico 
Hosp ital 
DANIEL C. BENNETT, B.A., 2002, 
grnduated magna cum laude 
from Lewis & Clark Law School 
in Portland, Oregon. 
KAREN M. (SEYMOUR) DEYOUNG, B.S., 
2002, grnduated from the MSU 
College of Osteopathic Medicine 
and is completing a residency in 
fami ly medicine at the Medical 
College of Georgia. 
JYRAN L. GLUCKY, B.S., 2002, was 
promoted from softvvare 
engineer to lead architect at 
Blue Ware in Cadillac. He has 
worked for the company for 
three years. 
HEIDI S. HORN, M.B.A., 2002, was 
promoted to director of 
regulatory affa irs at Perrigo in 
Allegan. She has worked for the 
company for 18 years. 
JUSTIN J. RODRIGUEZ, B.A., 2002, is the 
circulation budget manager for 
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. 
SHANNON E. HALL, B.S., 2003, is a 
cytopathology lab technician 
for Beaumont Hospital in Royal 
Oak. 
ABBY C. HEUGEL, B.A., 2003, is staff 
writer/ assistant editor for 
Great American Publishing and 
works on three of its nationally 
circulated trade publications. 
YOLANDA N. HINTON, B.S., 2003, is 
assistant athletic trainer for the 
University of Colorado. 
APRIL J. (MCKEOWN) MATZ, B.S., 2003, 
teaches kindergarten for Reeths 
Puffer Schools in Muskegon. 
MARTHA MOORE, B.B.A., 2003, was 
promoted to senior accountant 
in Grand Valley's Business and 
Finance Division. 
JENNIFER L. NEAL, B.S., 2003, joined 
the American Heart Association 
as corporate events director and 
will be responsible for one of 
the largest heart walks in the 
nation. 
KRYSTA R. (OECHSLE) OSWEILER, M.P.A., 
2003, is programs manager 
and director of affili ate cheer 
at Habitat for Humanity of 
Manassas, Virginia. 
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ANGELA L. WEST, B.A., 2003, teaches 
third grnde for Orange County 
School District in Orlando, 
Florida. 
MICHAEL B. BARKEY, M.B.A., 2004, 
joined the international lending 
grnup at Fifth Third Bank in 
Grand Rapids. 
LINDSEY K. CUDDEBACK, B.S., 2004, 
is media negotiator for Alloy 
Media and Marketing in New 
York City. 
OLIVIA M. DESTRADES MENDOZA, 
B.A., 2004, is neighborhood 
coordinator for Eastown 
Community Association in 
Grand Rapids. 
LINDSEY R. LABER, B.B.A., 2004, M.B.A., 
2005, was promoted to senior 
accountant at Andrews, Hooper 
& Pavlik PLC in Grand Rapids. 
JESSICA M. MARTIN, B.A., 2004, 
grnduated from the University 
of Detroit Mercy School of Law. 
NICHOLAS A. MARTINEZ, B.A., 2004, is a 
police officer for the Melvindale 
Police Department. 
RACHEL A. NORRIS, B.S., 2004, is 
director of environmental 
education for the River Ridge 
Environmental Education 
Program in Ten Mile, 
Tennessee. She had worked 
as a naturalist for Eagle Bluff 
Environmental Learning Center 
in Lanesboro, Minnesota. 
TIFANIE F. DALLEN, B.A., 2005, is 
satellite director of Kids Against 
Hunger in Grand Rapids. 
KAYLEE M. HENDRICKSON, B.A., 2005, 
published a book, Turn You 
On: As You Run Your Race with 
Christ. 
BRETT T. HEPPLER, B.A., 2005, teaches 
fifth grade for Muskegon Public 
Schools. 
EMILY F. (HUEY) KALMAN, B.S., 2005, is a 
corrections officer for the Kent 
County Sheriff's Department. 
RYAN M. POST, B.S., 2005, is a finance 
manager for Gates Automotive 
Group in South Bend, Indiana. 
JAMES D. WILSON Ill, B.S., 2005, is 
a corrections officer for the 
Michigan Department of 
Corrections. 
JESSICA A. BIELSKI, B.A., 2006, teaches 
second grade at Montessori 
Charter School at Treasure 
Village in Islan1orada, Florida. 
ZACHARY H. BLUNDEN, B.S., 2006, is a 
police officer for the Allen Park 
Police Department. 
STEPHANIE R. MILLER, B.A., 2006, is a 
fi fth-grade teacher at Wilson 
Elementary in Houston, Texas. 
ANNE L. MINSHALL, B.B.A., 2006, is the 
IT senior buyer for Bronson 
Hospital in Kalamazoo. 
SAMANTHA M. RYCKMAN, B.A., 2006, 
is a records administra tor for 
Harness, Dickey & Pierce PLC 
in Troy. 
AMANDA C. WHITE, B.A., 2006, is 
director of education for Sylvan 
Learning Center in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 
HOLLY M. BIRD, B.S., 2007, is an 
administrative and event 
assistant for Kidville, NY in New 
York City. 
ELIZABETH F. BURNSIDE, B.A., 2007, 
is an administrative assistant 
fo r Discovery Chicago, a 
pharmaceutical promotions and 
medical education company. 
ALAN J. DUNKLOW, B.S., 2007, joined 
Teach for America in Baltimore, 
Maryland. 
KERI A. (GILMAN) GERKEN, B.S.N., 2007, is 
a registered nurse for Spectrum 
Health in Grand Rapids. 
JENNIFER L. RAY, B.A., 2007, teaches 
fo urth grnde for Beaufort 
County Schools in Bluffton, 
South Carolina. 
STACEY R. SEAMAN, B.S., 2007, joined 
JP Morgan Chase as a personal 
banker. 
NICOLE A. TINSLEY, B.S., 2007, is a 
fifth-grnde teacher at Moncure 
Elementary School in Moncure, 
North Carolina. 
HEATHER C. (BATILE) WOOD, B.S.N., 
2007, is a registered nurse in the 
cardiothoracic ICU of Detroit 
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Medical Center's Harper 2000s CASEY R. SIX, B.S., 2005, and Clayton 1990s University Hospital. Fox on March 16, 2006. 
THOMAS C. WOOD, B.S.N., 2007, 
CAROLINE M. NEWELL, M.ED., 2000, and JAMES D. WILSON Ill, B.S., 2005, and CARLS. ATKINS, B.A., 1992, and is a registered nurse in the Ashley Besteman on Augu st 11, 
emergency room of St. John Eric Peterson on July 10, 2004. 2007. CHARLENE M. LITTRELL, B.A., 1992, 
Hospital in Southfield. TRACI L. VANPORTFLEET, B.A., 2000, and AMBER L. ZIDAREVICH, B.B.A., 2005, announce a daughter, Zoey Rob Meendering J r. on June 13, 
and RYAN S. KILPATRICK, B.A., 2006, on Alyssa, born May 25, 2007. Zoey is welcomed by sister icole. MARRIAGES 2007. September 16, 2006. The family resides in Phoenix, 
1980s JUAN D. BATES, B.B.A., 2001, and ANGELA K. BAILEY, B.S., 2006, and Arizona. LITTISHA A. SCOTT, B.S., 2004, on June Owen Richards on July 7, 2006. ERIC M. HAVICAN, B.S.N., 1992, and 23, 2007. ELIZABETH A. JOHNSON, B.S., 2006, and his wife Patia announce a son, MARCELLE PECHLER, B.S., 1984, and SARA E. BENAC, B.S., 2001, and FRANK 
Andrew Wellington on July 7, Zachary Lienau on July 21, 2007. Ethan Mathias, born April 20, R. SUMBERA, B.S., 2002, on August 4, JIHYUN LEE, B.B.A., 2006, and MICHAEL 200 7. Ethan is welcomed by 2007. 2006. sister Emme. The family resides D. TIFFANY, B.B.A., 2006, on June 2, 
JANEL OGGER, B.S., 2001, and Dave 2007. in Peoria, Illinois. 1990s Wills on June 12, 2006. SHANNON OLSEN, B.B.A., 2006, and WILLIAM C. MCGORY, B.S., 1992, and 
TODD A. TRACEY, B.A.A., 1991, and REN EE ANDREA THOMAS, B.S., 2001, and Alan Christopher Monday on August his wife Michelle announce a 
K. MUNSON, B.S., 2000, M.ED., 2004, on Cordray on September 23, 2006. 11,2007. son, Hunter William, born June 
April 21, 2007. SHELLEY A. BEBER, M.ED., 2002, and ERIN K. WARD, B.S., 2006, and Jason 
30, 2007. Hunter is welcomed 
by siblings Billy, Kayla and AUDREY C. PITONAK, B.B.A., 1992, and Scott Kinder on May 5, 2007. Bolt on May 5, 2007. Barbara. The family resides in 
Tim Goff on July 7, 2007. ALEX A. DOMBROWSKI, B.S., 2002, and HEATHER C. BATTLE, B.S.N., 2007, and Henderson, Nevada. 
KIMBERLY A. BOYLE, B.S., 1995, and MICHELLE L. LARSON, B.S.N., 2003, on THOMAS C. WOOD, B.S.N., 2007 on June DAVID J. RIES, B.S., 1992, and his wife 
Darek Senkow on October 7, August 4, 2007. 2, 2007. Annette announce tv1in sons, 
2006. SHANNON L. HAMMOND, B.S., 2002, Chadwick and Eric, born March 
CATHERINE I. SCHENTEN, B.S., 1995, M.S.P.T., 2004, and Lar ry Logsdon BIRTHS 19, 2001. The family resides in M.S.P.T., 1997, and Mark C. Jr. on June 22, 2007. Grand Rapids. 
Bargovan on May 19, 2007. ANDREW M. HATHAWAY, B.s.E., 2002, 1980s TONY J. BEACHLER, B.S., 1993, and 
CHRISTOPHER C. FAWLEY, B.S., 1996, and and LISA M. VALENTINE, B.A., 2004, on his wife Meredith announce 
MICHELLE L. SCRIBNER, B.S., 2000, on December 16, 2006. CHRISTOPHER S. COLBECK, B.S., 1988, and a daughter, Natalie Kate, 
June 30, 2000. NEAL A. MCCRUM, B.S., 2002, and his wife Laura Lovasz announce born June 14, 2007. Natalie is 
ANGELA T. BUECHE, B.S., 1997, M.S.P.T., BRENDA A. STINSON, B.S.N., 2002, on a daughtet~ Julianna Scar lett, welcomed by siblings Brendan, 
born August 10, 2007. Julianna Cameron and Caroline. The 1999, and Brian Moon on May 19, March 10, 2007. 
is welcomed by sister Carolann. fami ly resides in Grand Rapids. 2007. ROBERT J. BIENZ, JR., B.S., 2003, and The family resides in St. Clair REBECCA S. (FLEURY) DEVAULT, B.S., KRISTIE S. MORIN, B.S.W., 1997, and KELLI A. O'LEARY, B.B.A., 2003, on Shores. 1993, and THOMAS M. DEVAULT, B.S., 
John Scanlon on May 12, 2007. March 25, 2006. COLLENE M. (SHANGLE) HOLCOMB, B.S., 2000, announce a daughter, Kara 
MICHELLE R. CONNELLY, B.S., 1998, and DASHONDRA M. HALL, B.A., 2003, and 1988, and her husband Michael Elise, born April 10, 2007. Kara 
David Ebmeyer on July 28, 2007. DeJuane M. Boone on October announce a daughtet~ Zuriel is welcomed by brother Evan. 
KELLYE. CALLOWAY, B.A., 1999, and 14, 2006. Elisa Marie, born August 4, The family resides in Caledonia. 
Jason McCreary on May 19, NICOLE A. HANES, B.S., 2003, M.S.P.T., 2006. Zuriel is welcomed by TIMOTHY T. TUTHILL, B.S., 1993, and 
200 7. 2005, and KEVIN S. SENKO, B.S.N., 2004, siblings Rebecca, Chris, Luke, SUSAN M. (GHAREEB) TUTHILL, B.S., 1994, 
NICOLET. FRATTO, B.A., 1999, and on June 3, 2006. Jolm , Elizabeth, Joseph, Angela, a1mounce a son, Jacob Matthew, 
MIRANDA L. MAI ER, B.S., 2003, and Michaela and Emily. The family born March 5, 2007. Jacob is Christopher Butz on April 21, 
Brad DeBruyne on October 8, resides in Blanchester, Ohio. welcomed by brother Benjamin. 200 7. 
KRISTEN L. ROOT-BRUMELS, B.S.W., 1989, The family resides in Mason. 2005. DIRIKI MOSE, B.S.E., 1999, and Sukara 
ROBERT J. JENKINS, B.S., 2004, and and BLAINE C. BRUMELS, M.ED., 1992, RICHARD A. EVANS, B.S., 1994, and Calhoun on June 23, 2007. 
announce a daughter, Tessa Cai MELISSA A. (ZAMARRIPA) EVANS, B.S., 
JENNIFER L. WITHAM, B.S., 1999, and ASHLEY C. RENKES, B.S., 2006, on Yan, adopted April 5, 2007. The 1995, announce a daughter, 
KEVIN D. BUCK, B.S., 2000, on May 5, August 4, 2007. family resides in Byron Center. Willow Grace, born March 1, 
2007. EMILY F. HUEY, B.S., 2005, and Mike 2007. Willow is welcomed by 
Kalman on June 9, 2006. brother Braden. The family 
LAUREN S. PEARSON, B.S.W., 2005, and resides in Grand Rapids. 
Eric Schut on January 14, 2006. 
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JENNIFER L. (HIKADE) MARSH B.A., 
1994, and her husband Jeremy 
announce a daughter, Peyton 
Elizabeth, born January 11, 2007. 
The family resides in Ada. 
CARRIE D. (COOPER) MUESSIG, B.S., 
1994, and her husband Patrick 
announce a son, Brenden 
Cooper, born July 23, 2006. 
Brenden is welcomed by sister 
Claudia. The fam ily resides in 
Paw Paw. 
AMANDA S. (GRAVELYN) SORRELLE, 
B.A., 1994, M.ED., 2000, and PATRICK 
A. SORRELLE, B.S., 2000, announce 
twin daughters, Marguerite Ann 
and Gillian Dana, born April 19, 
200 7. Maggie and Gillian are 
welcomed by brother Harrison. 
The family resides in Grand 
Haven. 
CINDY A. (KADZBAN) SYREK, B.S., 1994, 
B.S.N., 1998, and her husband 
Michael announce a son, Mason 
Robert, born March 14, 2007. 
Mason is welcomed by siblings 
Grant and Lindsey. The family 
resides in Noblesville, Indiana. 
FERNANDO MORENO Ill, B.S., 1995, and 
his wife Marcy announce a 
son, Fernando Moreno IV, born 
October 4, 2006. Fernando is 
welcomed by sister Marisa. The 
family resides in Wesley Chapel, 
Florida. 
KATHLEEN M. (HEGYAN) MORRIS, B.S., 
1995, M.S.P.T., 1997, and her husband 
Tim announce a daughter, 
Kailey Anna, born May 11, 2006. 
Kailey is welcomed by sister 
Grace. The family resides in St. 
Joseph. 
STACIE R. (SHIRLEY) MOYE, B.S., 1995, 
and DARRELL L. MOYE, B.A., 1997, 
announce a son, Brodie Lee, 
born November 22, 2006. The 
fam ily resides in Mount Vernon, 
New York. 
WEN DY L. (VANRIPER) SCHUURMAN, 
B.S., 1995, and her husband Chris 
announce a daughte1~ Korrie 
Leigh, born May 31, 2007. Korrie 
is welcomed by sisters Janna 
and Elli e. The family resides in 
Jenison. 
MICHELE L. (MUHME) CRACHIOLO, B.M.E., 
1996, and her husband Greg 
announce a son, Matthew 
Gregory, born June 14, 2006. 
Matthew is welcomed by sister 
Stephanie. The family resides in 
New Haven. 
JEFFREY A. FESTIAN, B.B.A., 1996, and 
STEPHANIE A. (SWOR) FESTIAN, B.S., 1997, 
announce a daughter, Korey 
Anne, born April 24, 200 7. Korey 
is welcomed by sisters Lydia and 
Jacquelinn. The fami ly resides 
in Grand Rapids. 
KARL A. GRASMANIS, B.S., 1996, and 
KASANDRA K. (BOWERMAN) GRASMANIS, 
B.B.A., 2003, announce a son, 
Braden Kar l, born March 26, 
2007. The family resides in 
Holland. 
JILL (ROSIN) HARTMAN, B.B.A., 1996, and 
her husband Mark announce 
a daughter, Sophia Elizabeth, 
born February 9, 2007. Sophia is 
welcomed by brother Zachary. 
The family resides in Fort 
Collins, Colorado. 
AARON J. RYPMA, B.S., 1996, and his 
wife Brandy announce a son, 
Jacob Charles, born September 
19, 2006. Jacob is welcomed 
by sister Hannah. The family 
resides in New Carlisle, Indian a. 
LINEA VANDALSEN-WOODY, B.S., 1996, 
M.S.P.T., 1999, and her husband 
Scott announce a daughter, 
Camille Elise, born April 2, 2007. 
Camille is welcomed by brother 
Drake. The family resides in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
CASEY K. (BLACKWELL) WILHELMI, B.S., 
1996 and JOSH J. WILHELMI, B.S., 1997, 
announce a son, Cade Carraig, 
born July 25, 2006. Cade is 
welcomed by brother Cole. The 
family resides in Berkley. 
MICHAEL K. AENIS, B.S., 1997, M.S.P.T., 
1999, and his wife Jennifer 
announce a son, Brenden 
Michael, born December 21, 
2006. The fa mily resides in 
Ellsworth. 
BREIT M. KNOOP, B.S., 1997, M.ED., 2007, 
and SERENA K. (BURKART) KNOOP, 
B.S.N., 1997, announce a son, 
Parker Michael, born June 28, 
2007. Parker is welcomed by 
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brother Grayden. The family 
resides in Caledonia. 
JORGE PARAMO, B.S., 1997, and 
MELISSA M. (SAYER) PARAMO, B.A., 
1998, announce a daughter, 
Keala Rose, born April 22, 2007. 
Keala is welcomed by brother 
Matthew. The family resides in 
Kentwood. 
KARA L. (PRICE) SMITH, B.S., 1997, and 
her husband Aaron announce 
a daughte1~ Morgan Amanda, 
born March 28, 200 7. Morgan is 
welcomed by sister Kelly. The 
family resides in Kalamazoo. 
ANDREA E. (MEWHINEY) STEC, B.S.N., 
1997, and her husband Deron 
announce a daughter, Sydney 
Lauren, born June 29, 2007. 
Sydney is welcomed by brother 
Brendon. The family resides in 
Livonia. 
VICKI L. (VANSTEINVOORN) WIERSMA, 
B.A., 1997, M.ED., 2006, and JEFFREY 
J. WIERSMA, B.S.E., 1998, B.S., 1998, 
announce a daughte1~ Ally Rae, 
born February 15, 2007. Al ly is 
welcomed by sister Emma. The 
family resides in Hudsonvi lle. 
TRACEY L. (GLOWINSKI) DRAKE, B.S., 
1998, and her husband Branden 
announce a son, Liam Charles, 
born October 30, 2006. The 
family resides in Rochester 
Hills. 
TAD A. HATCH, B.S., 1998, and KELLEY M. 
(LARSEN) HATCH, B.S., 2000, announce 
a daughter, Kylie Josephine, 
born March 28, 2007. Kylie is 
welcomed by siblings Kaleb 
and Erika. The family res ides in 
Ludington. 
MARYL. (BEMENT) IVANOV, B.A., 1998, 
and IVAN IVANOV, B.S.E., 1998, M.B.A., 
2004, announce a son, Luka 
James, born April 15, 2007. Luka 
is welcomed by sister Ana. The 
family resides in Ravenna. 
MELISA A. (HOP) JOHNSON, B.A., 1998, 
and her husband Mitchell 
announce a daughte1~ Johanna 
Rose, born May 10, 2007. 
Joharu1a is welcomed by sister 
Mina. The family resides in 
Allendale. 
AMY J. (TATKOWSKI) NOTO, B.S., 1998, 
M.S.O.T., 2000, and her husband 
Tom announce a daughte1~ 
Samantha Victoria, born April 
20, 2007. The fami ly resides in 
Des Plaines, Illinois. 
KERRI L. (ONDERSMAN) PIGHEITI, 
B.S.N., 1998, and FRANK J. PIGHEITI, 
B.S.E., 2004, announce a son, 
Luke Joseph, born October 23, 
2006. The family resides in 
Hudsonville. 
BRYAN K. PROCTOR, B.S., 1998, and 
AMANDA K. BURGESS-PROCTOR, B.S., 
1999, announce a daughtet~ Maya 
Diane, born February 9, 2007. 
Maya is welcomed by sister 
Anna. The family resides in 
Royal Oak. 
WILLIAM L. COLE, B.B.A., 1999, and 
JENNIFER L. (DODD) COLE, B.A., 1999, 
announce a son, Brody William, 
born May 20, 2007. Brody is 
welcomed by sister Masyn. The 
fan1ily resides in Grand Rapids. 
KELLY M. (WEST) O'DAY, B.S., 1999, and 
her husband Ben announce a 
daughter, Riley Ann, born July 
21, 2007. The family resides in 
San Diego, California. 
JAMES M. REID Ill, B.B.A., 1999, and 
SARAH J. (BLINN) REID, B.S., 1999, 
announce a daughte1~ Aubrey 
Elizabeth, born May 12, 2007. 
Aubrey is welcomed by brother 
Zachary. The family resides in 
Petoskey. 
HAYLEY J. (BARNETI) VITARELLI, B.A., 
1999, and her husband Chad 
announce a son, Jude AJexande1~ 
born June 14, 2007. Jude is 
welcomed by siblings Benjamin 
and All ison. The family resides 
in Byron Center. 
2000s 
MICHAELS. GASAWAY, B.A., 2000, and 
TANYA J. (BOEREMA) GASAWAY, B.A., 
2001, announce a daughte1~ 
Madison Bailey, born April 26, 
2007. Madison is welcomed by 
sister Bella. The family resides 
in Ludington. 
BEVERLY (BERGANOS) JOHNSON, B.S., 
2000, and her husband Ryan 
announce a daughter, Madison 
Rose, born February 1, 2007. 
Madison is welcomed by sister 
Mia. The fami ly resides in 
Chicago. 
ALICIA K. (KRAUSE) RICHARDS, B.A., 2000, 
B.S., 2000, and her husband John 
announce a son, Gabriel Quinn, 
born May 29, 2007. Gabriel is 
welcomed by siblings Jessica, 
Ashlynn, Triston and Aidan. The 
family resides in Wayland. 
MARGARET J. (WELLES) ZEWATSKY, 
B.B.A., 2000, and JASON A. ZEWATSKY, 
B.S., 2001, announce a son, Cole 
Thomas, born March 13, 2007. 
The fami ly resides in Southfield. 
DREYTON C. HARDY, B.B.A., 2001, M.B.A., 
2004, and HEATHER A. (PRZYSUCHA) 
HARDY, M.P.A., 2001, announce a son, 
Carson Kaleb, born June 8, 2007. 
The family resides in Grand 
Haven. 
JONATHON P. MILLER, B.S., 2001, and 
JENNIFER (JONES) MILLER, B.B.A., 2001, 
announce a son, Ethan Jones, 
born December 1, 2004. The 
family resides in Clare. 
MICHAELE. VER DUIN, B.S., 2001, and 
MELANIE (HASS) VER DUIN, B.A., 2001, 
announce a son, Peter Alan, 
born November 10, 2006. The 
family resides in Grand Haven. 
VICKA D. BELL-ROBINSON, M.ED., 
2002, and her husband Frank 
Robinson announce a daughter, 
Olivia Grace, born March 
30, 2007. Olivia is welcomed 
by sister Juliana. The family 
resides in Muncie, Indiana. 
REBECCA L. (ROSEL) BIERSCHBACH, B.A., 
2002, and her husband Matthew 
announce a son, Andrew David, 
born January 29, 2007. The 
family resides in Holland. 
AMELIA L. BUECHE, B.A., 2002, and 
Lebeau Potgieter announce 
a son, Jack Henry, born May 
5, 2007. The family resides in 
Muskegon. 
ELIZABETH K. (VRUGGINK) FARACI, B.A., 
2002, and ROBERT A. FARACI, B.B.A., 
2004, announce a daughter, 
Mallory Dawn, born March 
24, 2007. The family resides in 
F~rndale. 
SARA T. (TORREY) LOWE, B.S.W., 2002, 
M.S.W., 2006, and ROBERT E. LOWE, B.S., 
2002, announce a daughter, Avery 
Marie, born April 6, 2007. The 
fa mily resides in Grand Rapids. 
HEATHER A. (BEAUDETTE) RAUSCH, B.A., 
2002, B.B.A., 2002, and her husband 
Joshua announce a daughte1~ 
Layla Ann, born May 12, 200 7. 
The family resides in Roseville. 
LINDSAY N. (RIZOR) AVERY, B.S., 
2003, and her husband Brett 
announce a son, Luke Andrew, 
born June 30, 2007. The fami ly 
resides in Grand Rapids. 
SCOTI M. GAITAN, B.S., 2003, and his 
wife Katie announce a daughter, 
Emersyn Adriana, born March 
10, 2007. The family resides in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. 
ANGELA M. (LEONARD) GARLAND, B.S., 
2003, and her husband Jason 
announce a son, Ian Patrick, 
born June 4, 2007. Ian is 
welcomed by brother Braylon. 
The family resides in Grand 
Haven. 
APRIL J. (MCKEOWN) MATZ, B.S., 
2003, and her husband Joseph 
announce a daughter, Lauren 
Elyse, born December 22, 2006. 
The family resides in Muskegon. 
MARTHA (WILSON) MOORE, B.B.A., 
2003, and DEREK E. MOORE, B.S., 2004, 
announce a son, Micah Daniel, 
born May 15, 2007. The family 
resides in Allendale. 
ASHLEY E. (CIERLAK- LU BBEN) NICKELS, 
B.S., 2003, M.P.A., 2006, and her 
husband Aaron announce a 
daughter, Tessa Grace, born 
September 17, 2006. The family 
resides in Grand Rapids. 
REBECCA S. (STEVENS) AENIS, B.S.N., 
2004, and BRIAN J. AENIS, B.S., 2005, 
announce a son, Derek Andrew, 
born Februaty 27, 2007. The 
fami ly resides in Berkely. 
ERICA L. (GESKUS) BABBS, M.B.A., 
2004, and her husband Brent 
announce a son, Braden 
Edward, born February 5, 2007. 
The family resides in Oak Park, 
Illinois. 
THOMAS J. BRUGGINK, B.S., 2004, and 
REBECCA J. (SLAGTER) BRUGGINK, B.B.A., 
2006, announce a son, Micah 
Thomas, born April 15, 2007. 
The family resides in Allendale. 
OLIVIA M. (PETERS) DESTRADES MENDOZA, 
B.A., 2004, and her husband Jorge 
announces a daughter, Lourdes 
Sophia, born May 12, 2007. 
Lourdes is welcomed by sister 
Isabella. The family resides in 
Grand Rapids. 
STEPHANIE N. (MILLER) LACAVA, B.S., 
2004, and her husband Jason 
a1rnounce a son, Jacob Peter, 
born April 10, 2007. The family 
resides in Mishawaka, Indiana. 
TIFFANI S. (SMITH) PITIMAN, B.S., 
2004, and her husband Luther 
announce a daughter, Aniyah 
Faith, born July 15, 2006. The 
family resides in Detroit. 
ERIN M. (MILLER) ESTES, B.A., 2005, and 
her husband Irwin announce 
a daughtet~ Lauren Elise, born 
June 26, 2006. The fami ly 
resides in Clio. 
THAD K. VANHAITSMA, M.B.A., 2007, 
and his wife Michelle a.Imounce 
triplet daughters, Keegan Joy, 
Samantha Rose and Maggie 
Susanne, born July 3, 2007. The 
family resides in Grand Rapids. 
ALUMNI BRIEFS 
IN MEMORIAM 
1980s 
JEN FLANDERS ANDERSON, of Grand 
Haven, Michigan, B.M.E., 2002, 
on May 17, 2007. 
MICHAEL G. BATTAGLIA, of Holland, 
Michigan, B.A., 1976, on July 11, 
2007. 
JOSEPH N. FREES, of Byron Center, 
Michiga.I1, B.S., 2002, on July 19, 
2007. 
DOROTHY M. HOOGTERP, of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, B.Ph., 1980, 
on July 3, 2007. 
JEFFERY D. IRELAND, of Cooper 
Township, Michigan, B.A.A., 
1980, on August 5, 2007. 
DEBORAH KASPRZYK, of Cheshire 
Township, Michiga.I1, M.Ed., 
1989, on June 16, 2007. 
RANDY J. ORR, of Martin, Michiga.I1, 
B.S., 2002, on May 26, 2007. 
JENIFER A. SCOTI, of Grand Haven, 
Michigan, M.Ed., 1995, on 
June 1, 2007. 
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H e's a skilled pool player who was once among 
the top college players in the 
country. Not bad for someone 
who has never had a pool table 
in his home. 
George McBane, associate 
professor of chemistry, has 
natural talent for the game. Like 
Mozart, Napoleon, Abraham 
Lincoln and Mark Twain, 
McBane has played billiards 
since he was a boy. But, it's not 
the history of the sport that 
intrigu es him as much as the 
science behind the game and the 
excitement of a challenge. 
McBane is a physical chemist 
who describes his work as being 
"on a fuzzy boundary between 
chemistry and physics." He 
admits to getting hooked on 
chemistry at an early age. "I got 
that 'disease' when I was pretty 
young," McBane said. "I got a 
Sears and Roebuck chemistry 
set at age 8 and was hooked." 
Soon after, he also became 
hooked on pool. McBane grew 
up in Morganton, a small town 
in North Carolina that sits on 
the eastern edge of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. His interest 
in pool started at age 12 after 
he attended summer camps on 
college campuses. "During free 
time I would play pool," he said. 
"Sometimes the college kids 
would even play with me and 
teach me a few things." By age 
14, he was playing pool fairly 
regularly, but his family didn't 
own a pool table. 
"I started playing at a scuzzy 
ice cream shop that had three 
bar tables in the back," he said. 
"I played there once or twice a 
week until a friend from high 
school said, 'George, why don't 
we go over to the pool room.' 
It was a few blocks away and I 
steadily got better." 
As a freshman at North 
Carolina State, he landed a job 
in the university game room. 
He was able to put in a lot of 
playing time and was soon one 
of the top 10 players on campus. 
In 1981, after his freshman 
year, McBane decided to invest 
in a cue. He had one custom-
made in Colorado for $350. "It 
was made by Bill Stroud, who is 
now one of the most influential 
makers - probably one of the 
top five cue makers," he said. 
"Stroud has had cues displayed 
at the Smithsonian, so my cue 
is now probably 
a guest columnist for Bob Jewett 
in Billiards Digest. His article, 
"Newton on the Ball: The 
flaws of the 90-degree rule," 
explained how the Newton 
Diagrnm (after Sir Isaac) used in 
molecular collision experiments 
could be used to help figure out 
how the cue and object balls 
would react and behave during 
their collisions. 
That begs the question: does 
being a chemist help him play 
the game better? 
"Most good pool players 
know squat about physics 
and it doesn't hurt them at 
all," McBane said. "There are 
a fair number of 
worth $2,000." 
By his 
senior year, 
McBane was a 
regular winner 
of campus 
tournaments. 
He continued 
to play as a 
graduate student 
at Cornell. The 
Association of 
College Unions 
International 
"Most good 
pool players 
know squat 
about 
physics and 
it doesn't 
hurt them at 
players who do 
know physics and 
find it interesting 
to think about it 
and make little 
conclusions about 
what happens on 
the pool table. Does 
it help them play 
better? Marginally." 
The key for 
most players, 
including McBane, 
is "controlling the 
cue ball for your 
a 11. .. " 
sponsors a 
national pocket billiards 
competition each year. In 1986, 
McBane won the ACUI campus 
qualifying tournament and 
regional competition, making 
him one of 16 players invited 
to the national championship 
where he placed 10th. 
In 2001, when he arrived at 
Grand Valley, McBane served as 
next shot." He said depending 
on which billiard game he's 
playing, he maps out at least 
three shots ahead, if not the 
whole game. "The goal is to 
make the object ball and get the 
cue ball somewhere productive," 
he said. 
McBane is connected to 
an interest group he found 
online that 
plays near 
Toronto. 
They hold 
an occasional 
informal 
tournament and 
the winner is given 
the title Great White 
North Non-Gender-
Specific Royalty of the Hill. 
(It used to be called the Great 
White North King of the Hill 
tournament until a woman 
won the competition.) McBane 
currently holds the title. 
As with any sport or 
competition, one tends to size-
up their opponents. McBane 
said sometimes people are 
surprised to find out that he 
plays pool. "I'm such a generic, 
basic, nice guy," McBane said. 
"It's kind of fun to have a skill in 
an activity that has something of 
a seedy reputation." 
McBane said while he loves 
the game, he doesn't plan 
on owning a pool table. "I've 
never really had room for one," 
he said. "But even if I did, 
practicing isn't as much fun as 
playing. Part of the excitement 
for me is to walk into a place 
where I don't know anybody, 
find a game, and see how I can do." 
photos by Bernad ine Carey-Tucker 
(first picture) McBane makes the 
three-ba ll ... 
(second picture) leaving the cue 
ball in pos it ion for an easy shot on 
the four. 
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